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TO THE 


T8 Crupuloſity is a Dif- 
Mn c/cofibe Mind, Which 


CR Tay people bave 
more 01 leſs of 5 although few 
believe it \, {5 fewer are 
Willing to own it. The gre#- 
teft part, {7 the Wiſeſt , are 
rommonly ashamed of it. But 
yet there are ſome (the few- 
er , the better) who think it 
8 fine thing to be longer than 
ordinary, in conſulting , i# 
preparing , o7* confeſſing. 
The more they out-do their 
neighbours in theſe matters , 
oF the more they are taken 
notice of for being ſingular , 

"4 /o 
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fo much more they admire 
bes for being skillfalh, 
carefull , /3* exatt. They 
ſeem 20 affect theſes tedious 
od tormenting Scrupuloſi- 
ties, as if they thought them 
to be the <Modish Diſtem- 
per of the Saints: eAnd, if 
one may judge by apprarane 
6es , they are like a certain 
Lady, Who having entertain'd 
the company With a long 
hiſtory of her Vapours, could 
not endure'to hear a Gentle» 
Woman, inferiour to her ſelf, 
begin to complain 'of the ſame 
zndiſpoſetion.Marry come up, 
ſays ber Ladyship , wesball 
have every body, one of 
thele days, take upon them 
to d be troubled with Vas 
pours , 


TO THE READER. 
pours, if ſuch as you pre- 

tend to it. | 
Tis hard to determine 
Which is greater , the Folly 
or the e Miſchief of Scrupu- 
loſity. Take it one Yay, 
there is no ſubjet? more ſe- 
Tious : take it the other , there 
is nothing more rnidiculons. 
My chief deſign is to pre* 
wont the Miſchief of it > 
Without ſparins the Folly » 
When it bappens tolie in my 
Way. eAnd truly, When peo- 
ple are fo fond of their Scru- 
ples, I am apt to think, it 
is not amiſs to bet them ſee 
how filly the humour is. 
There is always a ſecret 
Pride hies lurking in the bot- 
tom , when they are fo ſtiff 
Sl in 


TO'THE READER. 
in their opinion ; and a little 
. ſenſe of shame is in ſome 
meaſure a remedy for it. Tf 
one always treat theſe folltes 
with reſped? 7 gravity , it 


will onely ſerve to confirm 


them in a vain belief , that 


their miſickes are wiſe ones: 
And this being wiſe in 
their own conceits zs the 
chief part of their Diſeaſe. 
Tn fine , well or all, T 
have now done Scribling : 
«And , upon ſecond thoughts , 
am in ſome aimiration how 
T ever prevaikd with my 
ſelf,to begin, But , being once 
enter d , and having already 
publisb'd.* ſome ſmall Pieces, 
Fd 
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TO THE READER. 
T was not willing to leave 
off , till 1 had made a pre- 
ſent of this little Treatiſe to 
my Friends; to whom if it 
prove acceptable o7* uſefull , 
I shall not think my labour 
loſt : And, for the reſt, the 
care is taken. 

Mean time I keep my 
name to my ſelf : And my 
reaſon is , becauſe T love 8 
quiet life. 1 ever lookt apon 
it as the greateſs bleſſin 
which a bad World can af- 
ford: and am perſwaded that 
being Private is the eafief 
dT ſecureſk way of being 
Oiet. Befades , T ſee no good 
there is in being talks of; 
either well, or ill : The one 
#5 


TO THE READER, 
is good for nothing but to 
make a man Vain; the other 
is ar apt to make bim Vext; 
And All to no purpoſes 
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 APPROBATION. 


Have read' this learned Treatiſe , 

\Concerving Blipd Obedience, which 
I judge very uſctull ; & obſerved no« 
thiog in. it, but ſolid & orthodox. Date 
Lovanij. 17s. Aprilis. 1698, 
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TEE TIATY 


Fhe C barafler of Blind Obedieitee, 
: antlof* Serw buloſity which i is! 
| bumble & & ſubmi Ve, 


«65 = Lind Obedience. 15 5 an 
SAT ill name. which,: the 


; Z) { World.. has. given, , 
one of. the beſt, things 1n,.1L.., 


think 


—_—_— a * 
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think it is {3 but becauſe the +1! - 


cuſtqny of; ſpeaking will have it 
ſo , an4 firany e will not 
underſtand me if 1 uſe another 
erty for-4t. However ['sHall 
endeavour to doit ſo much jul- 
tice, as to$Shew plamly in a fa- 
miliarexample, that ſogood a 


thihg ddes uygt deffrve; Þ byq a 


name. 
---Letus fyppaſcawo Travellers 
zn-the-ſame way to the_fame 
home ,& that their lives & for- 
tunes depend ypan thetrcontin 
timely ich: V3 4 — 
flowly.on;, &:'oftentimes ands 
full;to ſatisfie-his.curiofity,/either 


in looking back. to take.a proſe - 


ect. of the Country which he 
Teaves behind him , vr elle in 
Audying whether 'the fopt-way 
onthe right kan or the lefr'be 
better than' the way he's in' 2 
Wheeſt he 15 thus' amuſed = 
| | idle 


" AnHumble Pettttent, &. 
idle; fancies; time runs on.,,the 
day is ſpent, he.is benighted be- 
fore he is. aware, & begins to 
repent. when *tis too late, His 
fellow-traveller conſiders that 
all theſe vain amuſements are 
nothing to his purpoſe, he is full 
of concern for the great. affair ho 
has in hand , & therefore he 
marches diligently on ; minds 
carefully the way before-him;& 
never ſtops to look behind, or 

aze about him, Will any body 
ny this man 1s blind; becauſe 
he does not ſee backward? or 
becauſe he docs not ſtare about 
bim , on. the one fide, or the 
other ? All his buſineſs 1s to/ga 
forward ,he ſces the:way before 
him as well as any man living , 
he ſees all that he has need+to! 
fre ; and therefore, whoſoever 
fays this man 4s blind pmuſtex<i 
cuſe me if I cannotbelieve it,':-: 


A 2 The 


& The Blind Obedience of * 
The Cafe: of theſe two Tra 
vellets is'dayly verifiedin ſcrupn- 
lus perſons , of which there are 
two ſorts : the one proud & 
willfull-, the other humble & 
ſubmiſſive, Thoſe rely upon 
themſclvyes br theſe upon their 
Guide. 'Fhofe always are dil- 
eurb'd with 1dle doubts & fears 
which are not worth a ſerious 
 chought-++ Theſe never trouble 
their heads with any thing but 
their:chief-bufinel(s, which is ta 
march diligendy-on , for fear of 
coming late-z they neverſtop ta 
look backward;for fear of having 
drapt-ſomething behind..them 3 
they never ſtand ill to obſerve 
thedifferent paths on either fide 
of the :road;z they carefully ob- 
ſcrvethe {ure direftion-of their 
Guide , and, without diſputing 
the-matger with him , are con- 
tented' to >follow whereſogre he 
-- 'T S 4 leads, 


An Humble Penttent. F 
leads. This isthetrue charater 
of the-Obedjence I {peak of :.It 
isalways ready. to marchiat; firſt 
word of cotmmand ;. « never 


| pauſes to: gaze behind it}, or-on 


either ſide 3 it clearly fees 'the 
way which its bid to take , 6 
neverperplexes it; {elf with any 
doubtsabont it; becauſe it is ſelf. 
evident - there ;cani be: notorher 
way for true: Obedience, What a 
{pitefull thing 4t is , to fay., that 
this Obedience 15 blind, when it 
ſees its: way 1o clearly, &.is 1o 
certain of it! {1 1 | 

This humble - & ſubmiſſive 
Scrupnloſlity is -rather to | be 
envied _, _ than. be . pitied, 
To theſe there is no need of 
preaching Blind Obedience, 
They are, very well acquainted 
with it :*tis their dayly prac= 
tice , & perpetual - comfort - *tis 
by this they overcome their 
A 3 doubts 


. 
6 The Blind Obedienteof 
'doubts & fears; and though they 
are not-quite ſo eafy as they 
would be, yet they: are conteu- 
red-&: reſign'd, Their Scrapulo« 
ſity, though ſometimes pain< 
fall, is always advantagious to 
them -:the” experience of their 
weakneſs 'htimbles them, & for. 
tifies' them in the” pradtice of 
Obedience , it-not onely puts 
them 1n'the way 'to Heaven ; 
but it helps. to keep (them in 
it 3 and therefore I -have no 
'more to lay to-them atprefent-, 
but onely to wish them agood 


journey; The proud & willful 


Sinners are the perſons , I have 
-now todeal with:Thaſe Sinners 
who are not contented to be 
Saints according 18 God's beart'|, 
Þut'1nuſt & wilt be Saints a 
ding to their 0207, 


CCOF- 


- 


CHAP, 


Lees ti Hon & 
a 


as a on het 
4 


4n Hand le Penitent. * ” 
red. Bi be 7 


The ttwe. Canſes of proud 
— woillfull Scrupuloſity.. 
Ur: Doctors. &: Divines; 
'who treat of . Scraples 
obſerve ſeverat.cauſes of thiem: 
T7. Melancholy , which is fone» 
times cured by phylick : 2.Sug- 
geſtion of the Devil againſt 
whom the beſt defences prayers 
2.\\Comerſation: of Scvopaldns 
perſons, whoſe needleſs diſcours 
fes of thetr inward troubles, 
ought to he shunn'd as infee. 
tious 2: 4. Reading of' caſyiſtical 
books, which are to be avoided 
as remeJies unfit for the diſeaſe 2 
5; Exceſs of fervile fear, which 
dayly diminishes as the Love 
of God encreaſes, Theſe aretbe 
Cauſes which they commouly 


A 4 take 
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take notice of ; but they are no. 
thing tomy preſent purpoſe: be. 
cauſea complication of them all 
rogether,may conliſt with being 
humble & ſubmiſhye, 

The true & proper Cauſes of 
our being proud 6 willfully ih. 
our Scruples , are the Eſteem.of 
our-Judgment;; -& the Love of 
out Liberty , which we derive 
originally from the Sin-of our. 
firſt Parents. -We are curious of: 
kngwing good f evil « weare ame! 
bitious of being /ike. the Higheſt: 
were deſirous ofbeing abſolute; 
and independent m_ all*-our 
thoughts &attions.2 we would 
willingly- be uncontrollable in 
both: we would faindo what we 
chink,6& think what we pleaſes 
ma word: , we would: gladly 
chuſe our own way , and be our 
owt Judges whether we have 
choſen right or wrong, 6 

a5 + Tis 


An Humble Penitent, 9 
Tis obvious to every body's 
natural reaſon , that Scrupulous 
perſons would never be proud , 
if they had not an eſteem of 
their judgment 3 neither would 
they be willfull in their Scru- 
ples, if they did not love the li. 
berty of their humour, They 
eſteem their judgment , & are 
therefore ſo proud, they cannot 
endureto ſubmit. it s-they love 
their humour, .6& therefore are ſo 
willtall, they; cannot. abide to 
crols it, To abate this love,& to 
correct this vain eſteem, I know 
nothing more proper-than to ex+ 
pole the folly. &...the mitcheif 
which attend them : and there- 
fore Shall endeayour in the two 
following,chapters to shew the 
extravagant effects , & the per= 
nicious conſequences of them, 


'& 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III 


The extravagant Effefs of Scru- 
puloſity when it is proud h 
willful. | 


Is no wonder that humane 
Reaſon' is extravagant , 
when Scrupuloſity on the one 
ſide , &- obſtinacy on the other, 
conſpire together to confound 
the notions of it, The one frights 
itontofthe way ; the other hin- 
dersit from coming in again ? 
The one warps the other ma- 
kes it ſtand bent : And how'iFft 
-poſſible for any body to ſquare 
their ations by ſuch a crook- 
'&©d Rule, All that I wonder at 
13s this ; that when people find, 
G feel by fad experience;the fol- 
ly & extravagancy of their fol- 
lowing ſuch a Rule , they are 
l yet 
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An Humble Penitenf, 1x 
yet ſo proud & willfull as not to 
make uſe af a better , which 
God himſelf has recommended 


' to them. | 


There are ſuch a vaſt variety 
of follies & exceſſes which their 
pride & willfullne(s betray them 
to , that I should never make 
an end,1it I pretended to take 
notice of then all: & therefore , 
to bring, my -matters mta as 
httle compaſs as may be , & to 
make them as plain & felf-evie 
dent as Lean, [ sball reduce them 
to-three general heads, by confi. 
dering; the.;princypal duties . of 
Temperance , & by . comparing 
that bo Body oi hk. 
of the Mind , which has moſt 
needof it, & fufſers molt. for 
wantofit;' PILEe 


A 6 SECT, 
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SE CT 1 


The extravagancy of their 
Curioſity. 


He firſt & leaſt degree of 

Temperance obliges us to 
abſtain from all, thoſe things , 
which in the common.opinion 
of the world are poyſon;to'us, 6 
will certainly deſtroy us;A man 
mult needs be-very intemperate 
indeed, who longs forabelly-full 
of Arſenick, as much as a. child 
does fora lump. of ſugar. Would 
you not think. a» man ftrangely 
willtull ; who will -not. believe 
*r1s pane , till he bas; tried it.? 
Such is the folly of: many ſcrupu« 
lous penitents, wholong.toknow 
ſome ſecret truths, which if they 
knew for certain, the very cer= 
tainty would be enough to ruine 
them, 


41, Humble: Penitent, 13 
them.They fright themſelves al. 
moſt out of their wits with thin= 
king, , that their Confeſhons ne- 
yer are exa(t, that; they.,never 
love God above all-things, that 
they neverdo ſufficient pennance 
for their {1ns, that they are not if 
the ſtate of Grace, & that they 
arenot in the number -of God's 
Elec}. How: happy, should.they 
be, in-caſe they did /but know 
aſſuredly the. truth.of theſg, jms 
portant matters} If they knew 
onely theſe two things, 1. that 
they 'are at. prefent; m God's 
favour -; 2. that they -always 
shall be fo , How: cheertull y & 
unconcerndly: would they- then 
march forward -in- thg -way; tg 
Heayent _ | 

-:J -conteb$ -,- they have-all the 
reaſon.in the world to wish'thele 
things were true 2 Their Eternal 
happineſs or nuſery depend eu- 
tirely 
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tirely upon the truth of them » 
But , \ſince they may be true , 
without. their. knowledg , tis 
evidently unnecetlary to know 
it. &  unreafonable: to be fo 
er for 'the''aſlurance_ of- it, 
Alas! all this is nothing but the 
weaknels & faint-heartedneſs of 
an infirm : & cowardly Spirit; 

' whichimakes;them/ over-cove. 
tous of their ſecurity : a Security 
which--woald eternally undo 
them, if they had itt. They are 
tertibly afraid : this Fear makes 
them very uncafy $6:this TTneas 
fines createsan-earnelt defire of 
arr imaginary Certaiuty , which 
may exempt them from: all fear, 
& make them be at eaſe. In this 
proceeding there 1s great appea= 
rarice/of 'Hurwur,, bat:not one 
jot of Reafor! :&-becaule: they 
are {wich preat pretenders to rea-< 
fon ,'I $hall take the pains ro 
ALL prove 


, 
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prove that nothing. can be thore 
unreaſonable, - * OY 
I. Tis impoſſible for any body 
to deſire {incerely the Salvation 
of their 'Soul, without defiring. 
atthe ſame time to comply with 
all thoſe duties, which are requi- 
fite to fave it, One of theſe du. 
ties is Fear: we are chenmniatigy 
to (a) work our Saſuation wit 
Fear & Trembling *' How then 
can 'they pretend to go t6 007k 
without it ? Mi 
IT. Tis certainly -a- foolish 
thing to avoid one miſchief, by 
incurring another equal tot, ''A 
wiſe man , if he were obliged to 
aſs twixe fire 6: water, would 
be fare to mind the middle-way: 
he would neither burn himſelf 
for fear of drowning, nor drown 
himſelffor fear of biirning.” This | 
is the preſent caſe, -Phe way td 
m0" Heaven 
() Philip. 2, 1. 
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eaven i the: middle-way be- 
twixt Preſumption, &- Deſpair : 
two' dieadfnll precipices which 
deſcend as low as Hell. To fave 
us from falling on either ſide, the 
way is fenc'd with Hope & Fear: 
lope, that we may not deſpair z 
Fear., that we niay not onkns © 
The-blood, of our veins , and 
breath of qur nolttils-., are not 
nore-requiſite for the life of. our 
—' 32 than: Hope & Fear ;are 


neceſſary for the ſaying of our 
Souls: How then can they ima- 
gine that *tis reaſanable, to deſire 
to be exempt from either 2 

\.» JIL The, onely true Security, 
which can. be /expeded -in this 
world, 'is that which is grounded 
upon Fear. Tis Fear that makes us 
humble.& diligent. By making 
us humble , it-prepares us for the 
grace.of God ; (b) He gives his 
TIENTS! grace 

{b) 1, Pet. $5. 


RY IGN'S 
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grace to the humble 2 and by ma« 
king-us diligent :1n-complying 
oKh his-grace+, it//helps \n15'to 

' feenre our Salvatiowiz 's) Uſe 
diligence”, ſays the ' Apoſtle , to 
make your calling & :«lettion fure, 
j Beſides; *ris' Fear: thatmakes us 
| 6d) wairrh i pray,that we enter 
| 


uorimotempation. By watching 
we. put” our felves upon a cloſe 
| uard , and by praying we obtain 
| & aſliftance of Heaven againſt 
q- all aur enemies on earth, \Whem 
te) :onr Enemy the 'Denil' gies 

about like a roaring Lion , feekivg 
to devour us, arr unconcernd aſſus 
rance 1s apt/to lull us afleep's 
"There's nothing; like Fear , to 
|. makeus watchtult, (Ff)) O:God 

incline unto 'my aid.5 O Lord, 
F make 'haft\to help me. A man, 
F whois afraid, will lay this prayer 
1 +». hears 
(c) 2.Pet.1.10,; (d) Math. 26-4t. 
(ce) 13 Per. ge 8, (1) Pſal. 69.1, 
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beartily :: but he+, who thinks 
himſcltan ſafety; avill citherfay 
x yery tepidly, ornotatall. 'To 
coticlade :110: a'.: few + words $ 
Watching & Praying are our beſt 
Security: Fear 18'the belt thing 
in the world, to-make ys watch 
&preyr::And.therefore ,- they 
* mho.areſ{orfond of being Secure, 
How can they think of wishing 
w be free from Fear ?. us 
+\. IV, The Fanaticks pretend to 
the very ame: afſarance, which 
aur: Scrupulous people are ' {9 
fand of : and. Experienceplainly 
teaches, that-it onely-ferves.to 


make them proud and negſigent. 


When once they .are de 
with a firong perfwaſion- that 
theyate Gad's. Favourites, They 


take.no further care 2 The L ambs 


of the Lord may play what 1icks 
they pleaſe, If this be the effet 
of unconcernd- Security ; if it 

| poylon 
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poylon & ruine the Soul'; what 
reaſbn-canany: body have to 
wigh'for jt-2--70 90 07 0h 

- VV.” As long 4s the Devil 1s 
not dead, and as'long as this fin- 
full flesh of ours is- living in a 
wicked world ; fo long it 15 1m= 
poſſible for us to be free from 
three Is enemies, the 
World, the Flesh , & the Devil. 
Heaven is the 'onety- place; of 
Peace, ſuck as excludes all war, 
all danger, & all fear : (g) Upon 
Earth our life 58a continual 
Warfare: 6 every body-knows 
very well, there can be no Way 
without danger , nor 'Danyer 
without juſt:reaſon to fear; A 
true Security of being Happy , 
withoutany fearof being other 
wile, is undoubtedly a very lovely 
thing 3 and Heaven it-{clf is 
lovely , for the very fake of it, I 
do 


(8) Ipbe 7. 


20 The Blind Obedienct of 
donot wonder that good people, 
arc inlave with it}: and that they 
_Jong to bein Heaven, to. enjoy 
in; Butto wtshto have it, where 
weknow 1t is not to be had, is 
an extrayagancy which I never 
can.ſufficiently admire, 


a "SBC Th bb 


_ The extravagancy of their 
0% !'t; - Bnwens;: 1 = 
a He ſ{cecond degree of Tems 
A perance ,obliges us , not 
onely.'to abſtain; from poylſon , 
but alfo from, all exceſs in fuch 
meats: and drinks as are good 6: 
peceffary for us : and the reaſon 
15clear ; becauſe although they 
are good., if moderately taken, 
yetevery great excels ts farefull 
& next doar to poylon, Let a 
man be never b temperate 7 

e 


, 


- 
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the choice: of his diet « tho | 
he be never {fo cantious in hone 


ting his 7 jars ' cancerning; 
the quality of it z yet if he exceed 
1n the quantity , if he cat all day 
& drink all night,he is certainly 
guilty of avery notorious inten» 
perance, | 3:20 
This is the caſe of thoſe Scru« 
pulous Penitents', who are too 
proud to-{nbmit their zadgment, 
& too willfull to croſs their hue 
mour, To examine'their. Con- 
ſcience, is a very goodithirig,; 6; 
neceſſary forthe. healthof. their 
Soul: but yet there's moderation 
1n all things;and 'tis an tjupardo< 
nable extravagancy to ſpend:the 
uw part ofday & right, 11 
_ upon fins and curum-/” 
nces, (£:putting them toges 
ther; If it were onely: fo: much} 
precious time fo idely ſpent. ; 
they would be more —_— : 
ut 


—_— OS 
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but to employ their time Go: bu. 


Gly, not:onely todo themſelves 


no good, but even to do; them. 


ſelves agreat deal of harm, is a 


folly which I take to be match- 


leſs. They torment themſetves 
continually + they negleQ alt: 


other duties, they bring a publick 
ſcandal upon the very: charaQer 
of devotion : and all this to no 
purpoſe, but onely to try to pa« 
cifie the fears of a cowardly Spi- 


rit, which has no: reafon in the: 
workd:to-be {q fearfull -,; but be- 
cauſe it wants a'hittle courage to: 


be quiet! - 


muſt needs own, that when. 


people are: ready to fink under 
the weight of their uneaſinels , 


*tis natural to feek for comfort 4 


« bat however *tis' not; rational 'toi 


ſeck it where Experience proves! 


It is not to be found, They can« 
| x5 Sf © not 
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not eaſily ; ſubmit their judgment 
to \their\Confeſlor 5 & therefore 

inall their doubts.they labour to ' 
ſyppte5their fears, by ſatisfying 
their own Reaſon about them 2 
But the more they range in the 
Waod; the more:they confound 
&:1aſe:themſclves,' They. can 
neither- endure, the thought of 
danger, nor'the ſenſe of tear; - 
therefore, _ they really 
believe itis to-little purpoſe ;'yet 
they Rillare tempted tor go! on; 
GLeahly yidb roche remptationz 
Hexperience did pot teach then - 
that theyrery-an yain;they might 
bave ſotne ples their pratiiſe: 
to : examine: baxely: for 'cxamen 
fake,ts.a: groundlels fancy: withs 
out the leaſt coloavt bf realan-z & 
look1(if 1 mayifatrow:thernwit 
-of a pleaſant modern Poet) 


"bs 


_—  —— 
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As if Confeſſion had catcht 

The #ch jon purpoſe t0boſcratchty 
+ 014% R ris ih, 


53-3 O rvnriy f 
As if Confeſſion were intended, 
For nothing elſe', but to be mended. 
They. think that if they exa- 
mine no longer , they :shall be 
mighnly diſturb'd immind!z-and 
they always find ,thatthelotger 
they examine, the more they are 
difturb'd,. They trouble them< 
ſelves for fear of being troubled: 
and by their willfult-diſobedi< 
ence, this any fr 
God's'favour:; for fear of loſing 
ic, Anextravagancy much! hike 
that;, which'the)Pver deſcribes, 
of one *Fannius ;' who. took>the 
ins tokill kimſelf, for fear his 
unto gr oeryren bim' the 1a- 
boar, & do it for bun } ()- | _ 
DOT LTD OKR SOL.OIOT BB ; 


(kb) Hoftem dum fugeret, ſe Fannixs 
iple peremit : Dic mihi, quis furor eſt, ne 
Moriaze, mori ? 


An Humble Penitent. 2g 
He fled from death, 0 kilPd him. 
ſelf in flying * 
What madneſs is's , to die for feay 
. of dying? 


SS & C 1, FILE 


The extravagancy of their 


Fears, 


'Hereas the Duties of 

Temperance extend 
themſelves Alike to all particular 
matters which regard our health, 
and conſequently oblige us to ob 
ſerve a.proportionable equality 
. Eregularity in all our,meaſures: 
On the contrary , theſe proud 
Penitents are unequal & irre- 
gular in every thing. They are 
terribly fearfull, where they need 
not fear; and where there is moſt 
danger, they are lealt concern'd 
tor't, Exceſſively follicitous - 
cac 


26 The Blind Obedience of 
the Examen of their Conſcien- 
ces 3 and ſupinely careleſs in the 

© Amendment of their lives. 
They are frighted into a 
dread full apprehenſion of ſome 
wrifles, which are little or no- 
thing to their parpols and | 
whilſt they are fo ſtedfaſtly at- | 
tentive to theſe needleſs points, : 
they areinſenſible & Qupid asto | 
all things elſe. They will be 
their own Guides ; & by God's 
zuſt judgmient upon them , they | 
are blind ones, They are like | 
the blizd Gaides in the Goſpel, 
(i) who ftrein at a gnat , & ſwal. | 
low a Camel. They {tartleat eyes | 
ry inconſiderable dithculty in- | 
vented by their own 1magina» | 
tion; and, in things of great 
importance,go on as boldly G& as 
unconcerndly as if they did' not | 
ſee Hell gaping under their feet, 
Their 


() Math 23.244 


An Humble Penitent +» 
Fheir ſtomach riſcs at the very 
thought of religning their judg. 
inent in doubttull caſes 3 and un 
things which / are- undoubtedly 
hurttull, even tothe degree: of 
poylorious, they fit down. to 
them witha very good appetite. 
All the Severitics of exteriour 
mortification , as watclnngs, faf- 
tings, hair-cloths, and the like, 
are commonly wellcome to 
them : becauſe they are weli 
enough pleaſed with any thing 
that teeds their pride, & helps 
them to a. falſe perfwaſion- of 
theirbeing in the high road of 
the Saints, Thete things they'l 
practiſe, even when their Con- 

fellorforbids them, But, as for 

the (k) renewing of their Spirit 

andtheir Mind , the beft:& moſt 

important mortification , which 
D dat of the Soul, by crofling of 
B 2 their 


ſk) Fhe/. 4. 23, 
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their humour & ſubmitting of 
their judgment, They hate the 
15, ir ofit : Not a word 
of that 3 as you love them. If all 
this be not extravagant,Pray tell 
me, Whatis? 


+ © AWE 


The pernicious 's onſequences of the 
- ſame Scrupuloſity. 


I F people might play the fool, 
as they pleaſe, in the way to 
Heaven, withoutbeing ever the 
worle for it 2 then: indeed: the 
Scrupulokity, I ſpeak of, would 
bean innocent fort of Folly, 
without any Miſchief in-it,- But 
ſurely , if what. we believe of 
Heaven'& Hell. be true, there 
can be/nothing morepernicious 
& more fatal to us, than - that 
Qurdy & reſty Scrupuloſity , 
which will neither -lead nor 


drive, 
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drive, but will be always either 
fanding till , or looking back- 
wards,to obſerve the way behind 
it, Atthis rate ofgoing to Hea» 
ven, How is it poſhble for us 


- ever to get thither ? 


$. Paul compares the way to 
Heaven, to he running ef a 
race, inwhich we ſtrive to-win 
the. prize of everlaſting Glory. 
Confider onely what a diſadvatte 
tage it i5for a man to loglk be. 


hind him all the- way: he:;rung. 


Without queſtion: he who/looks 
beforehim , advances with much 
more eaſe, much greater ſpeed, 
& much leſs danger: whereas he 
who-looks behind: him, muſt 
riceds moye- very flowly  & 
uneaſily , beſides being expoſed 
every moment to a double dan. 

er, either of _ , or of mi(- 
ſing. his way, If thele peoffle 
thought the way to Heaven ealy, 


B: 3: they 
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they would notbe ſo much a- 
fraid as they are : and , if they 
think ithard to find , why are 
they always gazing backwards? 


The way lies before them ; and. 


looking forward is the ſureft 
way to find it, 

Our Saviour bids us (1) ſtrive 
Toenter in at the ſlrait Gatc: far 
many will ſeek to enter in, shall 
mot be nble, We muſt ſtrive to 
enter 2 We muſt not loſe time : 
we muſt make what halt: we 
can:& how cat we make haſt, if 
we are always looking behind 
u$s?Belides, the Gate 's raj :If it 
were wide-cnough , one might 
Hit it without aimivg-ar: it: bur, 
being foffrait asit is,1f we areal» 
ways looking behind us, tis 1m« 
pothble to hit it. And therefore 
*tis no wonder that our Saviour 
adds, May y will ſtrive toenter'in, 


(1) Laker re 24s 


BS CP. oe 


ne - A. 
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0 sball not be able:becauſe many 
will be always puzzling their 
brains with making, , or mene 
ding, their general confethons 3 
& always looking whence they 
come , without minding white 


her they go, 
© i: pb * 


The difference betwixt Servils 
Fear nd Loving Cons 
frdence, 


Ne of the principal cauſes 
from whence this great 
diſorder proceeds, is (2) an ex- 
ceſs of ſervile Fear 4 and *tis a 
thouſand pities they are ſo much 
oycr-power'd with it, Tis true 3 
| 1 wo Fear 

- (m) nimiustimor ſervilis, quem ge. 
nerat nimiusamor proprius , quemque 
djmiovit perfeQa charitaz, ex qui & ex* 
ymare filialirxaronaſcitur hac ztteRio, 
Swartz 1. 2.difp. 12.4et,ulen, 1. 
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Fear is good 3 & *tis (n) the be- 
ginning of wiſclom:But what is the 
Beginning good for, if it never 
bring them to the End ? (ov) The 
end of the Law is Love, When 
ſervile Fearis grown to a very 
great excels,*tis like the winter- 
ſeaſon of the Soul 3 *tis a certain 
chillineſs of Love, which makes 
them quake & tremble, whether 
they wilt or no, If they had but 
time to breath a while 3 if they 
had any reſpite toconſider theDr 
vine Goodneſs;if their continual 
fears would give them leaſure to 
(p) tafl (F ſee how ſweet Godis 5 
the Loveof him would ſoon im 
rove in'their hearts; it would 
like the Sun's' approaching * 
tiigher theinMeridiai ; it woulP 
warm them , quicken them , & 
drive away the chilly coldneſs- of 
their Fear, .. True 
**(n) P[al 146,10, (0) I's Tits bs Fo 
+ ai: 
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True Friendship naturally 
inſpires a loving Confidence jn 
our Friend, ,, The more we love 
him',, the more we confide_in, 
him, And'if we love-himiver 
much, we- are 'apt to have fo 
much confidence in him; -as to 
think .it almoſt 1mpoſſible for 
him: to find in his heart to hurt 
us, 1f chis be ©, {even;,.amongſt 
us mortals. ;,hgtwithtanding-our 
1] nature & ourbeing {ubject to 
miſtake”, ſurely the ſelf-lame 
reaſon is of 'much more-foree , 
whey *tisapplied to God. Out 
ends oy , earth may. be.mify 
taken , &-fulpedt our love's 'or 
elſe may poſhbly be ſo illnatur'd 
as to {{;ght it, though they know 
it, But our God can . neither be 
Jllnatur'd to us , nor nustaken in 
us :1twe loye bam, we may be 
aſlured , he always knows it, and 
he never lights it, 
B 5 ; Tis 


Rate ke. 


at 
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TisS, Anuftin's Maxime Love, 
'& Do' what you will, Do but. 
Jove God , and - whatever you 
do, under” the - direction 
& influence of "this Love, 
will never diſtorb your peace, 
Do but /vve him hearty, and 
ther you will never'piirpoſely 
and deliberately deſign ts vffend 
him : your chiefdeffayi twill als 
ways be to pleaſe thim *27 and”, 
whatſoever frailties or -farpriles 
happen, as Jong -as this -delign 
ſabſifts-/ "you need 'not "deibt 
but that they always will be-pat£ 
donable.' Do but ove him above 
all things , 2nd all your- 1hiper= 
tettions, whatloCre they ire"; 
will onely ſerve to humble you”, 
they never will-incline you to 
deſpair, 
- $. Peter tells us,that (þ) T ove 
vovers a multitude off Fanks.Con- 
& > der 
" (p) 1: Pete4e 8; | 


An Humble Penitent, 38 \.,' 
ſider onely the imperfedtipns of 
little children : how frequent, Gz 
how troublelome they are: And 
yet the tenderneſs of any loving 
Parent covers all. Theſe children 
are dutifull in the main - they 
love their Parents better than 
any other friends : andare forry 
for nothing more than for often. 
ding them. On the other ide, 
their Parents , who ſee it , are 
fatisfied in the main + They are 
content to bear with other dayly 
failings 2 They correct & chide 

them for their leſſer faults :But , 
though they are frequently dil- 
pleas'd , there is no danger of 
their children heing disinherited. 
The more we {ee, & the more 
clearly wedilcover, the guilt of 
all ourdayly trespaſles, the more- 
weoughtto humble our” ſelves 
in preſence of our God , and 
love him ſo much moxe for lo 

ving 


24 
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ving u8 in ſpite of all our faults , 
and. foraſſuring -us [that if our 
Love perſever to: the end ,” we 
Shall - never loſe- our: right to 
the inheritance of Heaven, Is 
not this enough to moderate Gz 
govern all our fears ? What need 
we wish for more ? 


SECT, .II 
The miſchief of long Examens, 


I F Scrupulous. people would 
but find a' little leaſure to con< 
ſider ferionsly ſuch. comfortable 
truths as theſe , they would ſoo 
nd benefit by them + but their 
miſchief is, they have always 
ſomething elſe todo, when they 
Should think how good Gods, 
Inſtead afcalling to mind /how; 
kind & tender:a Father they have 
in Heaven, their. buſy thoughts 
are 
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are entertain'd with fancies of 
his being a fevere & cruel Ty- 
rant apoin Earth. A Tyrant that 
exats 'more from f ev thary 
their utmoſt diligence is 'able to 
perform :an [Enemy thatalways 
watches to deſtroy them , & 
delights-in laying hold of any 
opportunity" to ruine+ them -a 
Maſter ſo intolerably rigid in 
. exating his-accounts,that when 
his Slaves. have: done whatever 
they can , *tisall mn vain, there 
15 nopothbility of ever making 
even reckonings with-:him,7 | 
will notfay, they abſolately.are 
of thisopinion + but this Iam 
{are of, they behave themſclves 
. asif they were; Tis hard to de- 
termine what opinion- they ate 
of ;or-whether they. have any 
opinion at all, The-onely con« 
jecure-which 1 darerely upon;is 
thiszthat where their Fears pre- 

Ss yay, 


23 The Blind Obedienceof 
vail, they areſittle better (if not | 
worle)than Infidels, They dare | 
not: believe the Church of God, 
nor even God himfelf : and 
therefore *tis no wonder, if they 
dare not trult their Confeſſor, 
The Word of God himſelf 
aſſures them in general, that (4) 
bis Commands are uot grievous 2 
and yet they cannot belieye it, 
They think the. obligation. of 
confeffing is the moſt grievous | 
thing imaginable ; & that *is 
morally. impoſhble to be com- 
ply'd with. 2391 
i Phe Council of Trent afltires 
them in particular , that rhis 
Command 7s not grievous, It de- 
clares,; that (r) it is an impious 
thing , either t9ſay it is impoſſible, 
or 20 callxt a Torture of Conſcien- 
ces... They do. not. believe: this 
neither, They find by experience 
oe 215707210 a0] 
1 1.76.543. (1) Seftah.99þ fr 
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thattheir Spirits. are -upon . the 
wrack ,'& thatitisa Tortareto 
them , whenſdever they prepare 
for Confeſhon. » Tis true 3-1t 1s 
their own fault, who are willfull 
-jn over-doing their duty. But 
this is another truth, which they 
beheve no more than-the reſt, 
They are roo proud to blame 
thetnſeſves 5 and©cberefore lay 
the * faujr' \upon} itheir» obligat 
tLon,-* © $0 T5, of We 

The 'Council- declares that 
(s) NOTHING MOREis re- 
quired i the Charch from /Pe+ 
mitents' tl rhanthat- after aDd> 
, WNT 0317 1 $4. v Of £, 


 {5).conſtatenim , vikilaliudin Eccles 
{a4 pcenitentibus exigi , quim ut poſts 
quam quiſque diligentius ſe excuſſerit.., 
ea peccata corfiteatur, quibus fe Do» 
aminum'&: Deum ſuanm ' toza)irer of 
fendifſe memipertt! reliqua ,autend pon 
cata, quz diligenter cogitanti non oc» 
currunt, in univerſum , eadem Confeſ. 


fone incluſa cfſe intelliguntur. ibid, 
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LIGENT EXAMEN every 
one confeſs thoſe ' ſms in which 
"THEY REMEMBER thems- 
ſelnes to: hatle offended mortally 
the 'Lord: their God :: & that 
"THE REST of their Sins,what- 
doever they are , which after a 
Ailigent examen DO: NOT occur 
zomind, are ALL: underſtood ta 
be INCLUDED in -the\; ſame 
Confeſſion. : . iT bas: 11Declaration 
would be as comfortable as their 
hearts cadi- wish ,, if they did but 
belteve it... ABS ) 
-\"Nething more. is required, than 
totogfels thole.Sins which they 
#Fetpernber ;, not which they can, 
but which they do remember. 
Fron'when'tt plainify fotfows , 
at. , "if, 'they do not re. 
member. they. are altogether as 
are':a5:16 they! could nat, If we 
we were obliged to examine 
we rttnethber  a7;'then indeed 
FAT Our 


\ 
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our proud Penitents , who will- 
fully torture themſelves with 
long & tedious examens, would 
be very much in theright of it * 
But,on the contrary, *tis evident 
the Council does not oblige us 
to remember 3 it onely obliges us 
to examine. Neither is it in the 
power of any Council to com- 
manda man , to have a good 
memory : but, fach as it 15, a 
good one, or a bad one , weare 
commanded: to: be diligent int 
calling it'to an account, This 
done., We neither ' are the be 
ter, if we remember all, nor 
worle , if we forget the greateſ? 
part. If we remember our! fins 
exattly'; alW& everyone of them, 
What greater advantage can we 
expeQ,than to have them' all & 
every one forgiven us ?-This-3s 
certainly All: & this advantage 
1s the very-fame;to alt mens 

» parpOe 
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purpoles of pardon, although we 
forget the greateſt part ., becauſe 
the Council has declared, they 
are all forgiven as fully & as en- 
tirely as if we had remember'd 
& confels'd them, 

To what purpoſe then is 
all this torturing of their minds , 
when it maniteftly does more 
harm than good? It diſturbs their 
thoughts , 1t robs them of their 

eace,it dries up their devotion, 
xt deprives them of all comfort , 
it renders them -exceſhvely 
uneaſy , it tempts& leads them 
to impatience & deſpair, 

To what purpoſe 1s all 
this pudder of examining ? Is it 
to pleaſe. God , or your ſelf ? To 

leaſe your (elf , 15: a dangerons 
buſine : for, although your diſ- 
obedience may bepleaſing here, 
*ris much to be fear'd the pu- 
$hmecae of it will be very_-uns 
"7115175 6 | | pleaſant 


« { 
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pleaſant -hereafter, And , as for 
pleaſing God ,*tis certain he 1s 
equally pleas'd , when he has 
equally forgiven us 2: and the 
Council affures us, He equally 
forgives what we forget, & as 
perfedtly,as what we remember, 
Let us now compare the 
dodrine of the Council , with 
the praQtice of theſe people. Ac+ 
cording to their practice, there 
is nothing more neceſſary than 
this endleſs diligence : and accore 
ding to the Council, there is no» 
thing . more needleſs, From 
whence [ leave youto conclude, 
whether or no theſe examini 
creaturesare thoſe. who bear: rhe 
Churcls, or whether they are-not 
m'fome” danger of bemg one 
day ; reckon'd amongſt - the 
Heathens & the Pablicans, 


* SECT, 
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Blind Obedience the beſt Remedy, 


A  N humble Penitent is free 
from theſe diſorders. ' His 
ſcrupuloſity may be fearfull ; *cis 
the nature of it to beſo : but it 
never is incurable : becauſe *tis 
. truly humble & ſubmiſſive. The 
remedies of it- are. always at. 
hand 3 And; with bis Confeſſor's | 
advice-, he 1s always ready -to 
apply them. His Conteſſor needs 
onely ſay the word ; he never 
asks a reaſon why, He has 'a 
general'reaſon for all doubtfull 
caſes whatſoever;a reaſon which 
he: always carries about, with 
bim; aneverlaſting reaſon which 
15 ever.the ſame , & which. he 
15 infallibly aſſured of , that # 
donbtfull caſes nothing is ſo rea« 
TIA ſonable 
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fonable as Obedience. He never has 
any troubleſome doubts, to vex 
bim or moleſt him. He knows 
for certain, what he 15 bid do, , 
& that he does, without ever 
doubting ofit. He fears nothing 
but himſelf 3 he fears his 
frailty. 3 he fears bis being dif. 
obedzent 2: Thele are the onely 
things he - fears 2. And-theres 

fore fe is fearfull withoug., diſs 
couragement , carefull without 
anxiety, & | diligent without 
any trouble, ' He 4s as dili- 
gent. tn the examen of; his 

Conſcience, as men of buljne(s 

are in any ſerious affair, More 

- thai this, he is not obliged to, + 
and ſo much as this, 1s aseafy to 

him , as.it js ordinary- to every 

body elſe. He is ſo humble;as ta 

enquire of his Confeflor ; what 

length oftime he pleaſes toallow 

for his examen z and ſo obe- 

dient, 
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dient, that he has no inclination 
to exceed his allowance, He be. 
gins his work, goes on with it, 
& ends it,all with the ſameeaſe, 
He knows very well that the 
eneral reaſon of his Obedience 
1s grounded upon as firm a foun- 
dation , as the rock it felf , upon 
which the Charch is built $ and 
therefore he neverenquires after 
any particular reaſons , why his 
Confefforallows him no more 
time, He not onely deſpiſes all 
theſe curioſities, but even hates 
them : becauſe he firmly be- 
lieves, they'are as pernicious as 
they are'{iperfluous, Nor 1s it 
any wonder he believes it, it it 
be true, that ſeeing is believing z 
for he plainly ſzes the ſad expe- 
rience- of it,1n his proud & will- 
tall neighbours , who are never 
quiet, butare always reſtlels & 
pneaſy ; never contented , but 
always 
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always labouring in vain | to 
build Security upon the ſand 

foundation of thetr own wea 

Reaſon. A Foundation which is 
never firm z but either flies hike 
duſt before each puff of Wind , 
or elfe is washt away,& chang'd 
with every Tide, 


CHAP. V. 


' Nothing more unreaſonable than 
a boundleſs Liberty of 


reaſoni 8. 


| || T happens very unluckily for 

us , that the chief Faculty we 
have, which God has given us 
to govern all the reſt, 1s ſome. 
times the moſt ungovernable 
of them all +and that our Rea- 
ſon , which calls them all to an 
account, is ſometimes the moſt 
unaccountable it ſelf, Our Sa- 
viour 
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viour ſays (7) Salt is good: but if 


theSalt havelJoſt its ſavour quheree - 


with shall it be ſeaſou'd ? It is 
neither fit for the Land , nor for 
the Dunzhbill , but men caſt it out. 
Jn theſame manner , Reaſon is 
good ; *tis good, to overſee our 
Appetites,our words, & Actions: 
*tis good, to watch them, & to 
keep them within the bounds of 
Temperance & Moderation: 'tis 

ood, to ſummon them before 
the Bar., examine, reprehend,65 
punish them for their tranſgreſ< 
fions : All this , right Reaſon is 

bad 'for.' But if our Reaſon 4t 
if be the: greateſt tranſgreſlor , 
the moſtintemperate , the moſt 
extravagant of all z What is it 

ood for, but to be caf} out of 

oors, and(#) troden under foot 
by men? This, I confeſs, is a 


. hard faying z a ſevere Sentences 
but 


(t) Luk 14+ 34-35, (v) Math 5-13» 
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batyet, by what has been alrea« 
dy id , it plainly appears, 1t 
is not more levere than it de- 
ſerves. | 

Humane Reaſon 1s the beſt 
thing in Nature , if rightly ma. 
naged ; & the worlt, if aproud 
willfull creature have the keep» 
ing of it, Tis commonly faid, 
that Pride will have a fall : Nor 
is it any wonder , if it be always 
true ; becauſe it looks too high 
to ſee the way before it, Tis like 
the Philoſopher who fell into a 
ditch whilſt he was gazing at 
the Stars, The Reaſon which 
God has given us, if rightly em. 
ploy'd, would make us humble 
& ſubmiſhve 3 it would open 
our eyes , to {ce how fallible we 
are 3 & openour earsto hear the 
advice of others , who are wiler. 
than our ſelves, But , on the con» 
trary , when Reaſon 1s _— 
C 


& ill applied, it makes us proud 
& willfull : it pufts us up with a 
vain eſteem of our own judg- 
ment 3 & the higher it raiſes us, 
the greater fall it gives us. 

The fall of our firſt Parents 
Had an influence upon the Une 
def{tanding as well as the Will 
of their poſterity + and a_ great 

art of our original diſeaſe con- 
f ſtsin an inſatiable Curioſity, by 
which we aim at. bang /ike the 
Higheſt, We would know all 
things, and- have a reaſon for 
every thing. This is the deſpe= 
rate.condition of thoſe ſ{crupu= 
lous perſons , to whom 1 here 
addre(s my del, They are brain= 
fick with too much reaſoning, 


They thirſt after reaſon , as 


droplical people after drink & | 


and ,the more you give them , 
the more you encrealc the dif- 
temper, Reaſon without ſubmiſe 


2 ſion , 
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fon, is the very thing which 
,makes them ſick - and nothing 
will ever cure them , but an uni= 
verſal Submiſhon , in all doubt. 
full caſes, without any particular 
reaſons for it, Their Underſtan= 
ding raves continually after an 
infinity of idle 6& unneceſlaty 
notions : and, to make it ſober, 
there is nothing like darkening 
the windows 3 for, whileſt you 
let the light break in upon 1t , 
you will never bring 1t to it 
{clf. 
At this rate, you'l ſay, God 
gave us our'Reaſon tolittle pur- 
ole z1f, in doubrfull cafes. , it 
bh better to refign it, than to ule- 
it, Ibeg your pardon. Qur Rea» 
ſon is givenus, to as much pur- 
poſe as our other Faculties are : 
It is given gs, to make right ule 
of it ; and not. to enjay the pleas 
{ure of it at our own diſcretion, 


C 2 We 
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We are as much obliged to ob- 
ſerve the Rules of Temperance 
in reaſoning, as in eating G! 
drinking : and our Curiofity of 
knowing too much is oftentimes 
as. dangerous as either Glute 
tony or Drunkenneſs, There are 
many things which are not pro» 
per for us to eat : and there are 
many more, which are as impro- 
per for us to know; But a proud 
Mind is like a depraved Appe- 
tite,& both are moſt inclined to 
what js moſt pernicious -to 
themn,- Such was the diſeaſe of 
our firſt Parents, which ſtill rans 
in the blood ofthe whole Fami- 
ly. They had knowledg enough 
to ſerve their turn, but were not 
contented with it: they were cu- 
rious to try the experiment ''of 
what was meant by knowing good 
& evil:they knew it to their fore 
row , & paid dearly for it, A 
| Intle 


. 
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little Blind Obedience. would 
have kept them in the ſtate of 
Innocence 2but, to obey with- 
out a particular reaſon why , was 
more than they were willing to 
ſupport, They would not endure 
to be kept in any degree of 
Darkneſs. Their infatiable Cu- 
riofity allow'd no terms of mo- 
deration to their Uſe of Reaſon. 
They would have their eyes ope- 
ned : they would be as Gods 4 
they would either know All or 
Nothing. Sec here an carly ex- 
ample of the Intemperance of 
Humane Reaſon. See how ſpeed. 
ily, & how ſeverely it was pt« 
nish'd, And learn from thence 
this uſefull Leſſon ; that we 
are as much obliged to obferve 
the rules of Temperance 11 
Uſing ofour Reaſon , as we are 
to keep a Moderation 0 Deco. 
run in the Uſe of meat & drink, 
C 3 All 
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 MAllorNothing, is the Motto 
of a Libertin. All that lies in 
his way , 1s lawfull to him, 
What was it. All made for ? 
What was He himſelf created 
for , but to enjoy the faculties 
which Nature has beſtow'd up+ 
on him? He values no other «ſe 
than the enjoyment of them, 
When he plays the Glutton , or 
the Drunkard , &c, he juſtifies 
himſelf with asking , Is it not 
lawfull for a man to eat,l7 drink ; 
&c, What were All theſe things 
made for ? What were his Ap- 
petites & Reaſon made for, but 


to pick & chuſe, love & hate ,. | 


think & do, whatere he pleaſes? 
The thinking part of ' him 
(which is a thing - he ſcarce 
knows what to think of) ſeems 
capable of knowing All things: 

and Why should any Laws of 
God or Man pretcud to limit it e 


So 
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So unreaſonable is the Uſe of 
Humane Reaſon , when it is a 
Slave to Pride & Willfullneſs 
which commonly are the keep- 
ers & diſpoſersof it ! My Rea-' 
ſon is My 0wN , lay they 3 God did 
not give it me for nothing, What 
matter is't , how dark & doubt- 
fulltheſe things are? My Reaſon 
is my Judge, My boundleſs Rea- 
fon is capable of knowing All 
things : Whry should any body ſtint 
it ? The proud & boiſtrous Sea 
when it ſwells high, & with a 
full tide rashes in upon the 
Shore , if it could fk might 
ſay the ſame thing with as good 
a grace : My boundleſs waves are 
able to oreflow the Earth * and 
Why-should I ſtop here? Proud 
Creatures ! Tis ia vainto lift up 
your rebellious hands againſt the 
Hand that made you '; (w) 

C 4 Though 
(w) Prov 16. 5. 
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Though hand joyn in hand , you 
* Shall not be unpunish'd.” He who 
has (x) shut up the Sea with 
floors , & ſaid, Here shall thy 
7 _ raves be ſlay d ; He, I ſay 
as shut up Humane Reaſon 
within the compaſs ofits Duty, 
& ſaid, Hitherto shalt thou come, 
but no further, 
(x) Fob. 38, 8.115 


CHAP, VI. 


The difference betwixt a Philoſo. 
pher & a Chriſlian , concer- 
ning the Snbmiſſion of Humane 


eaſon, 


* He Liberties of natural 
Reafon are as large as 
thoſe of Nature it ſelf : & as we 
know no certain bounds of 
natural cauſes & effetts-, fo we 
preſcribe no limits to our _ 
ra 
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ral Reaſon in endeavouring to 
- diſcover them, All this vitble 
World. & even the Maket of 
it (ſo far as we can'trace his 
footſteps , Ge wnderſ/lana him$y 
the things which he has made) 
are the object & the ſubject of 
our ſpeculations, Tis likea Gar- 
den of Delight, where Hu- 
mane Reaſon may divert it ſelf; 
& ramble up and down-without 
ever finding any end of it. Tis 
a place of Pleaſure, where a 
Philoſopher dayly meets with 
fresh diſcoveries of entertain- 
ment for his curiolity, which is 
the onely greedy Appetite 
he has, His buſineſs does not 
lie in Action, but in Contems 
_ 2and, 1n this reſpect , 
e may truly fay , the Natural 
World is 'all his own : He may 
think, & judge , & reaſon, as he 
pleaſes, concerning all, W& every 


part , of it, G-2 | nl 
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The Supernatural World 1s 
quite another thing. The great 
& glorious End, which all good 
Chriſtians aim at, is Superna« 
tral -: and to make our natural 
reaſon the ſupreme Judge of 
matters relating to this End , 1s 
a thing maniteſtly unreaſona- 
ble, For , although it be excu-. 
fable in a Philoſopher, to take | 
nothingupon truſt , it would be 
evidently unpardonable in a 
Chriſtian, Of all the four laſt 
things, which Chriſtians ought 
to remember that they may never 
fin ; Death 1s the onely thing we 
naturally are aſſured of. No bo- | 
dy's natural reaſon can demon- 
ſtrate - what we believe concer- 
ning Judgment, Hell,or Heaven; 
And yet , to. prepare ' for this 
Judgment, to avoid this Hell , 
& to enjoy this Heaven , agood | 
Chriſtian ſacrifices all things 


here 5 


An Humble Penitent, x59 
,bere , his fortune , his life ,. his 
' friends , &: whatſoever is moſt 
dear to him. At the approach 
of Death , he reſigns his Spiriz 
into the hands of God : and al- 
though he does not ſee 1n what 
his future Happineſs conliſts; he 
puts his Confidence in God, who 
has reveal'd his Mercies to us.3 
and in the Church , who has 
allured us of his Promiſes, He 
joyfully relies upon theſe great 
aſl rances of more than he is able 
to conceive - and 15 content .to 
take them upon traſt. | | 
I donot wonder,that no body 
1s worthy of Heaven , whodares 
not take God's word for it, But 
this I admire, that they who 
can truſt-God with their Souls , 
with their Eternity , with their 
unſeen & unknown hopes of 
Happineſs in Heaven ; never= 
thelefs cannot ſubmit ſo far , 
C 6 as 
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as to truſt him with thei cot 
duct upon Earth,& to rely upon 
the Guides which he has given 
them, If we can follow God 
ſo cheerfully into an unſeen 
World : Why can we not fol. 
low him as cheerfully through 
an unknown Way? The Dans 
ver ſurely is the greateſt in 
the End : and, if we can 
traſt him when we part from 
hence, I know no reaſon why 
we may not truſt him all the 
while we are here, 


— A ,-VIi5 


The different Sentiments of a 
Proud & an Humble Peni« 
tent , concerninz Blind Obes 
dience, 


Appy are they who are 
H blindly Obedient, without 


dee 
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demurring , reaſoning , or dif- 
parting. They are embarkt in 
a Vellell, where they may fleep 
ſecure : they need not ka any 
further care , they have Teſus 
Chriſt for their Pilot, All that 
we receive from God, we ought 
to Sacrifice to him 3 and con- 
ſequen:ly our Underſtanding as 
well as our Will. If we fatl 
in this 'one point , our bein 

exaQ in: all the reſt will hgnt- 
fie little or nothing. The fall 
of Lacifer, & his companions, 
1s a fufficient proof, They were 
Angels in all other reſpects , 
and never had been Devils, if 
they had ſnbmitted their 1n- 
derftanding & their. Will to 
hins who made them. That 
Pride- which alone was enough 
to caſt the Angels out of 
Heaven , That alone , though 
we were Angels in all things 
: elle , 
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elſe, is enough to hinder us 
 from+ ever going thither. Our 
beſt way to ſecure our ſelves , 

'& to diſcover the artifices of 
an Enemy who is as cunning 
as he 1s malicious , 1s to look 
upon Obedience as the touch- 
{tone of all the vertue and per- 
fection which we aimat. The 
Devil can connterfeit all other 
vertues, but he could never 
counterfeit Obedience. Had he 
at firſt ſubmitted his Will & 
Underſtanding to his great Su- 
perior , who made him 3; had 
he but been Obedient while he 
was an Angel , he had never 
been a Devil. If Obedience be 
our Rule, jn all our Actions , 
& in all the circumſtances of 
'them 3 if it be our dayly buft- 
* neſs F improve & grow more 

pertect in complying with this 

Rule ; it is :opollibl: that we 

$row Should 
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Should ever erre. We cannot 
but know what we are bid to 
do; and, if we know that, we 
know the high-way to Heaven: 
' Let us onely do as weare bid, 
and we $hall certainly go thit- 
her. As long as the Sheep fol. 
low their Shepherd , they- are 
lafe : but, if -any of them go 
altray from the Flock , *tis no 
wonder they are devoured by 
the Wolves. 

Theſe are the Sentiments of 
an humble Penitent. But they 
who are proud and willfull , 
are not ſo eaſily fatished con. 
cerning theſe matters, The ve 
thought of Blind Obedience ts 
like news of death , to their 
beloved [Curioſity , & darling 
Humour -, which they are ſo 
deſperately fond of, If Death 
It (af chould come within their 
view, & shew his Sythe , and 
| onely 
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onely ſome few Sands at the 
bottom of the Glaſs, it would 
not chill their Spirits more than 
it does to think their Curiofity 
muſt 'be buried alive , & their 
Humour lie as low as duſt , 
without ever rifing again. If 
they were truly Penitent , the 
Spirit. of Repentance would in. . 
{pire a holy revenge in punish- 
ing thoſe Faculties of the Soul, 
which were the inſtruments of 
Sin. They would punish their 
Will , by reftraimng it. in things 
which are indifferent , && mor- 
rifie their- Underſtanding , b 

reſigning .it in matters hich 
are doubtful. If they confider'd 
{crioully . the extravagancies 
which attend their -Pride & 
Cutioſity , and the . pernicious 
conſequences of their Willfull 
Humour, they would hate them 
now , as much as heretofore 


they 
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they loved them. : they would 
not ſuffer them ſo much as to 
ſee the Light,which they are. 
| fo unworthy of, but willing 
condemn them to the Darkneſs 
of a Dungeon, during life, Tis 
a ſevere Semence +: But what 
have you to ſay againſt it , 
that it may not pals ? 

What am Tthe better for my 
Reaſon , if I may not att accor- 
ding to it? 

In doubrfull caſes, yon nevet 
at more conformably to your 
own right reaſon, than when 
you renounce the probability of 
your Speculations , & fubmit 
then) to-your Judge without rea« 
ſoning the matter with him. _ 

My Confeſſor may be miſtae 

en, 

Very well: He may fo, But 
does not God know that as well 
as you 2: And ' yet he has ap< 


pointed 


% 
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mted him to be your Judge; 
T really believe he is miſta« 
ken. | 

You may believe the con. 
trary, if you pleaſe ; as Jong 
as 'you are not certain.of it, 

1 have a great many reaſons 
to think him in the wrong , and 


no particular reaſon 10 think him 


mthe right, 

Put all your reaſons in. one 
Scale : put his Authority in the 
other : And, if it have as much 
weight with you. as it ought 
to have,*twill over-weigh them 
all. His Authority is from 
God : Your, reaſons , which 
tempt you to defpile it, areng 
better than Suggeſtions of the 
Devil. His Authority is abſo» 
lutely certain & ſecure +2 Your 
reaſons (if there - happen to be 
any reaſon in- them ) are but 
doubttull & uncertain, Put - 
; ens 


. 
K_- Sv@Ol oo As "9" — a 


A 


An Humble Penitent, 6p 
this together : Conſider it wells 
And you will ſoon be asha- 
med of diſputing ſuch matters 
any longer with your Con- 
ſeſſor. | 

Is not This being what they 
call Prieft-ridden ? 

The Wits of our profane 
Age are pleafed to call it fo, 
But ſome people are. too witty, 
to be wiſe, Their buſinefs \s 
not 1o much to underſtand any 
thing, as to laugh at all things. 
Whatever comes in their way, 
if it farnish matter for a jeſt , 
they take no further care, They 
have a merry time , while it 
laſts. But, when their Life's in 
danger, there are. none more 
tractable in the hands of a Phy« 
ſician : They'l be Dotfor-ridden 
as much as you pleaſe, Nay, 
2 it be onely their Eſtate which 
1s 18. jeopardy, They'l be Laws 


yer- 
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yer-ridden too. They pin their 
their faith upon their Lawyer's 
fleeve, They argue not the mat- 
ter with him, They ſuffer not 
their Reaſon to come in compe- 
tition with his Skill, He tell's 
them, Thisis Law,They do not 
conceive how it comes to be {o, 
It ſeems unreaſonable to them, 
And yet ' they believe him +» | 
they ſubmit : and blindly follow 

bis Advice. Befides, when all 
15 done, they are Fudge-ridden 
whether they will or no 3 and 
neither dare nor can complain 
of it 2 becauſe they know very 
well , that no body is fit to 
live under any Form of Go. 
 vernment, who will not ſub-. 
mit to {ach Judges as are appoin+ 
ted by the Law. And truly,with 
all ſabmiſſfion to his Majeſty , I 
ſee no reaſon why we onght not 
to have {ome reſpect for God's 
IF Judges, 
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Judges -, as well as for the 
King's, 


C H.A-P; -VIIL 
A Scripture-Objefttion anſwer'd, 


Is written in Scripture , 
| that (y) if the Blind lead 
the Blind , they both fall intothe 
Ditch, But however, this Text, 
If rightly underſtood , is ao uw 
argument againſt Blind Obe- 
dience. 

1. If both are innocently 
blind, *tis certain that neither 
of them will fall into the pit 
of Hel] , which here is repre- 
ſented by the Ditch, Becauſe 
the Divine Juſtice cannot pu- 
msh Innocency , or condemn 


| the Blindneſs of thoſe whoare 
not guilty of it, . 
11, It 


: \ 
(y) Math. 15+ 14i 
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IT, If a Confeſſor be proud 
& careleſs, fo as to be guilty 
of his Blindneſs , — 
the Penitents who (in doubt- 
full matters) humbly & ſrace- , 
rely -follow his Advice', will 
never be punish'd for his fault, 
but be rewarded for obeying 
him. Tis written in Scripture 
that the Soul which commits 
the Sin , the ſame $shall dic; and 
no., other $hall ſuffer , either 
for it, or with it. The words 
are plain ; (z) The Soul that 
Jinneth ; it; shall die + The Son 
shall not bear the iniquity. of the 
Father , but the wickedneſs of the 
wicked Father shall be upon him 
onely, From whence it evi- 
dently follows , that although 
the Ghoſtly Father be willfully 
and wickedly Blind , yet all 
Sincere & Humble Penitents 
| (in 
(z) Exek.18.20. 
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(in all their doubts) may in- 
nocently & ſecurely ſubmit to 
him :becauſe, not being part- 
ners of his Guilt , they cans 
not .-pothbly be made partakers 
of his Punishment, © + 

IIT. If both are criminally 
blind;that is, if they love dark 
neſs , if they $hut thezr eyes 
againſt the light, if they are 
blind becauſe they . have no 
mind to ſee, in agvord, it they 
are proud & willfull , as the 
Phariſees & their Diſciples were; 
Then indeed, they both deſerve 
to fall into the Ditch, 

For example : You have no 
mind to obey your Confeſſor, 
& therefore you will not belteve 
him: You have a mind to follow 
your own humour , & there. 
tore you hear':en to thole little 
reaſons, which you ſeem to 
baye for it, Ja this caſe, you 
alc 


72 The Blind Obedience of 
you are not ſincere , you ars 
partial in your own favour:you 
are more. willing to believe 
your ſelf than, to believe your 
Guide , & more defirons: to 
pleaſe your {clf than to pleaſe 
God, This 15 the willfull part 
of your Blindneſs, Let us now 
conſider the pride of it it. You 
are naturally curious in what 
belongs to you 2you are wiſe in 
gour own concgit , & putt'd up 
With the thought of being ſo: 
I it very hard for any 

y elſe to underſtand you 
better than you underſtand your 
{clf, & therefore you value your 
own judgment roo much ; 6: 
your Confeſlor's too little, But 
yet your Pride and Willfullneſs 
are no excuſe for your Blind- 
neſs. One fault is no excuſe 
for another, Your willfull Prids 


15 a notorious fault ; *tis viſible 


to | 
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to every body elſe : and , if it 
did not blind you , it would 
be viſible to your ſelf, Tis in 
your power to be humble 6G 
{ubmiſfive , if you pleaſe. Tis 
a vertue , which if you ſeriouſly 
endeavour to praiſe, God will 
help you : and, if you heartily 
beg it of him , he will not fail 
to give It you, Mean time , 
as blind as you are , you are 
not ſo thoroughly confident of 
your own opinion , but that 

ou would be glad to have 
it ſeconded by the Autho. 
rity of your Guide, For this 
reaſon , you are ſo eager to 
diſcourſe with him ; not to 
know his mind, butto let bim 
know yours : not to ſubmit to 
what he ſays , but to make 
him ſubſcribe to what you 
' think : not tolearn his opinion, 
but to teach him your own. If 
. D you 
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ou cannot- prevail 3 you cone 
Fat another z and another : And 
your buſineſs 1s to find , either 
a Guide that wyll be guided 
by you (which is no Guide at 
all} orelſe a Guide as much 
miſtaken as your felf, who is 
contented to lead you your own 
way 3 and then , to be ſure , 
your Blindneſs wilt not excuſe 
os , becauſe *tis your own 

ute from the beginning to the 


end, Had you humbly & fin. | 


—y relied upon the Guide 
which Providence appointed 
you, You had been certain, Cl« 
ther to be in the right way , 
or to be blameleſs , if in the 
wrong. But fince you proudly 
& willfully left a Guide accor- 
ding to God's heart , to take 
another according to your own, 
You ſought for darknefs , 6: 
for your punishment you found 
E ut 6 


—_—_ 
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it : and then indeed , you may 
be ſure , if your Blind Guide 
fall in 10 the Ditch , you'l fall in 
after him. 


CHAP. I% 
Pretences of Reaſon anſwerd, 
Ne would think; the bare 


conliderationof the follies 

& the miſchiefs which attend 
the pride & willfulnets of weigh- 
ig & comparing every tri 
fling reaſon pro and cor, in every 
doabtfull matter, One would 
thnak , 1 ay , that this alone 
were more than abundantly 
faſhciemt to fatisfie any reaſon=- 
able perſon , that nothing is 
more ratioual , than to falence 
theſe. impertinent realons , & 
to turn them ont of doors, 1 
am ſure there is very good rea« 
| D 2 ſon 
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ſon for. it : and , if Reaſon 
does it, *tis enough ; the Ene- 
mies of Blind. Obedience haye 
no reaſon to complain, 

And yet *tis commonly their 
cuſtom , not onely to complain 
but to object a great — 
odious things againſt it, whic 
look as if they were a little 
ſpiteful in miſrepreſenting it, 
Has net God given us our Rea- 
ſon? Are we not accountable to 
him for it ? And are we not bound 
im Duty to make the beſt uſe we 
can of it £ 

Tis cafily an{wer*d: We cer. 
tainly are ſo :and becauſe our 
blind Submiſſion is grounded 
upon the beſt Reaſon we have, 
therefore *tis certain that we 
make the beſt uſe we can of 1t, 
when we blindly ſubmit, Tis 
true 3 if a man pretended to 


banish all reaſon whatſocyer 5 


«vF- 
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& to ſubmit himſelf univerſally 
without any manner of reaſon 
for it ; Then, I muft ,needs 
confeſs , our blind. Submiſhon 
would be the moſt unreaſona- 
ble thing in the world. But this 
15 never practifcd or adviſed by 
any that I ever heard of. 
Whenſoever we ſubmit our 
ſpeculative reaſons to the Aus 
thority of a Confeſſor , *tis al- 
ways under the condudQ & influ- 
ence of our chief praical Rea- 
fon , which is ſuperior to them, 
& has a legal juriſdiction over 
them.Our ſpecrelations are num 
berleſ(s : and, in deciding doudt- 
fall matters , if we give them 
audience , our labour 1s in vain, 
For, either we hear them all 
together , & then there is no- 
thing but confuſion : or. elſe we 
hear them one by one, & then 
there is no end of them, Our 
D 3 prace 
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praftical notions lie within 2 
little compaſs : they are given 
us by God himſelf as rules of 
Itte & ation : they are few-, 
and ealily underſtood 3 they are 
plain, & eaſily applied ; and, 
which is beſt of. all , the opera. 
tion of them is every jot as 
fafe, as the underſtanding &: 
applying of them are calie, 
Theſe praGtical principles are 
the beſt Reaſon of Mankind, 
By theſe, in wordly affairs we 
behave our ſelves like Men 3 
and by the fame , in fpiritual 
matters, we a like Chriſtians; 
And therefore, if by theſe ve- 
ry principles we ſuſpend & {i- 
lence all thoſe needleſs ſpecu- 
lations ,; which are onely fit to 
trouble & moleſt us ; if we com- 
mand them to retire; and order 
them to give place to Autho- 
rity : Where is the harm ? Can 
you 


a+ 
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you blame us for following the 
beſt Reaſon we have , & 
making the beſt ufe we can of 
it? When a man takes aim,& 
$shuts one eye z you may fay, 
he's blind, if you pleaſe : but 
the truth is , he onely winks 
with the left eye, that he may 
ſee mach better with the 
right, 
If this wete well confiderd , 
it would pacifie a little the 
minds of thoſe' people , who 
_ fo fiercely their preten- 
ons to a boundleſs liberty of 
reaſoning, They would foon 
diſcover , not onely that the 
Obedience, which [I plead for ; 
15 not fo blind as they are wil- 
ling to repreſent it 3 but alſo 
that it allows them as much li. 
berty as any reaſonable man can 
wish for. . 
1, In things which.are evi» 
D 4 dent, 
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vident, or abſolutely certain, no 
body queſtions but that our 
Reaſon has free room to exer- 
<iſe it {elf without reſtraint.No 
body ever goes to a Confeſlor 
to conſult Lim , whether or no 
they ought to believe their 
Creed ; whether the ſeven 
_ fins be lawfull or not 
or whether the ten Command- 
ments otight to be obſerved, 
They have no necd of troub. 
ling their Guides about thoſe 
things which every bod 
knows that all the Catholic 
world agrees tn. 

2, In matters which are dark 
and doubtful}, where Autho- 
rity has hitherto been filent,6& 
where we have not the oppor- 
tunity of conſulting itz we enjoy 
the ſ{elf-ſame freedom , with all 
the rights & priviledges of exer- 
citing our Reaſon & Judgment. 


2. 1 
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2. In leſſer doubts , which 
we can eaſily determine, weare 
- Not uſed to go to any man for 
counſel :*tis onely when we 
are a little puzzled , when we 
are uneaſy & perplext, *tis one= 
ly then we have recourſe to 
thoſe who are commiſhon'd to 
direct us. When we begin to 
fpell & pudder upon difhcul- 
ties, whether we may or 'may 
ot , whether we ought or ought 
yt ; when we plainly find our 
{elves at a loſs, & know not 
how to fatisfe our mind about 
the matter before us ; when we 
begin to- want a little help, & 
are glad with all our heartsto 
call for 1t 2 Pray tell me , is 
there any thing more reaſona- 
ble .than to refer theſe doubt. 
full caſes to. the arbitration of 
a Confeſſor , who 1s expreſlely 
deputed by God & his Church, 
Ds to 
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to judge for thoſe who are not 
capable of judging eafily G& 
clearly for themſelves ? Is not 
his advice worth our taking , 
when *tis worth our asking ? 
When we know not how to 
chule for our ſ{clves, & there- 
fore prudently reſolve to let our 
Conteſſor chuſe for us., Why 
Should we quarrel with the 
fame Prudence for obliging us 
to approve his choice ? Ir 
would be a ſtrange unreaſona- 
ble perverſenels indeed, if when 
we could not do the work our 
ſelves, we would not ſuffer any 
bodyelle todo it for us, 

When both parties are wea- 
ry ofan expenlive fuit of Law, 
E& by common conſent agree 
to make short work of it , & 
refer it to the arbitration of a 
neighbour ; If it ,were your 
own cale , & the Sentence were 
given 
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given againſt you , Would you 
preſently fly back from your 
bargain , & refuſe to ſtand to 
his Judgment ?. I am ure 
no man of Honour would do 
it, In the ſame manner , when 
a caſe is doubtfull , when your 
ſpeculative reaſons are notable 
to decide it to your fatisfac- 
tion , when you grow quite 
weary, & deſpair of ending the 
diſpute; you cannot think of any 
thing better, than to appeal to 
the Authority of your Conteſ- 
ſor 3 nor can I think of any 
thing worſe, than to refuſe his 
Arbitration, when you had not 
onely accepted, but deſired , it, 
You know very well, that in 
any temporal matter , it would 
not be lookt upon as fair & 
honeſt dealing. Whit have you 
w ſay in your defence ? . 

D 6 is 
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Is it fitting that I shoald ſube 
mit without a reaſon * 

Pray,, what reaſon had you 
"to conſult him? Was tt not be. 
cauſe you found your {elf un- 
fatisfied with all your own 
particular reaſons , and there. 
tore wiſely abandon'd them to 
appeal to lis Authority 2 If this 
were a good reaſon , to appeal; 
why is tt not a _ one, to ſub. 
mit?Is it not a Shame,to put ſuch 
an affront upon the Common 
Reaſon of mankind, as to uſe 
it like a bauble , onely fit for 
childrens-play ? and to be ak 
ways Shifting backwards &z 
forwards, firſt from reaſon to 
authority , & then from the 
the ſame authority to the ſame 
reaſon again ? This is never 
the way to end any diſpute , 
but always the way- to make 


it endleſs, 
I 
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I do not fly back from Aus 
thority to my own reaſon , but 
onely am curious to know his 
reaſons, becanſe I believe they 
may be better than mine. 

And yet, after all , if he 
should tell. you his reaſons, you 
would not be fatished with 
them , till you had well exa= 
mined them , &: made them 
your own, His Authority 
would ſignifie nothing at al ; 
nor his Reaſon netther , any 
further than your own reaſon 
approves tt, $o that, from the 
Authority which you appeal'd 
to, you manifeſtly fly back to 
your own reaſon agam, The 
proudeſt creature in the world, 
would do as much as this: nor 
can you shew me the leaſt ap- 
pearance of Chriſtian Hum 
tity -, in this way of pro» 


cceding. 
| Well ; 
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Well ; but when I am once 
convinced , T shall be quiet ever 
after, 

It ſeems youare vain enough 
to think ſo, in ſpite of all your 
dayly experience to the con- 
trary, You know very well , 
that the April-Sun-shine 1s not 
more unconſtant, than the clear 
neſs of your reaſons. One mo- 
ment they shine bright , & the 
| next they are under - a cloud, 
How often have you thought 

our ſelf convinc'd ? How oft 
. have you rejoyc'd at it , Gs 
thank'd your Confeſſor for it ? 
and preſently after , you . have 
been much more in pain , G 
more tormented than before, 
Your ſpeculations, which ap- 

ard to be entirely routed,ra]- 
ied up apaiti with double for« 
ces of recruits, & with a fresh 
allault broke in upon your mind, 
rutfled 
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ruffled your thoughts , and 
rifled all the treaſure of your 
Peace, 
Tis wery trne ; but IT beg one 
anſwer more ; onely to this one 
queſtion + and then I'm confident T 
Shall be ſatisfied, 

Tis a thouſand pities , you 
Should not be fatisfied , upon 
ſuch eaſy terms, But pray , 
conſider how many thouſands 
of theſe 9ne-queſiions you have 
bad an anſwer to already ; and 
all to no other purpoſe, than 
two. render your condttion dayly 
worſe & worle. Reaſon to 
Scruples , is like Oyl to Fire + 
Water may put it out ; but Oyl 
will rather feed tt , & encreaſe 
the Flame. 

Tis Charity in a Confeſſor , 
to inſiratt me » Is he nat my 
Teacher , as well as my Fuige ? 


Yes: And he 1s your Fudge 
as 
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as well as your Teacher, His 
Charity does not oblige him , 
nor his Prudence permit him , 
to teach you any thing , but 
what he judges fitting for you. 
There are a great many truths, 
which are onely proper to feed 
your Curioſity , & very unfit 


to nourich Pijcty, much leſs, - 


to improve your Humility, 
_ When your Confeſfor has judg- 
ed the caſe , if you ask his 
reaſons for it, & will not ſub. 
mit till you are thoroughly fa- 
risfied that he is certainty 1n 
the rightz it is no longer He 
that judges for you : he onely 
mſtructs you , & helps you to 


judge for your felf, Fo what | 


purpoſe are you ſo inquifitive? 
Tis a thing not onely need- 
tſs, but dangerous, For, 1. If 


it be uſefull to you, he'Linftruck - 


you, of his own-accord : *trs-his 


Duty 
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Duty ſo to do : and , if he does 
not, *tis his fault, not yours. 
2. Although his Conſcience tells 
him , that it is a great deal 
better & fafer for you , notto 
know his reaſons : yet perhaps 
his complaiſance. , or (if you 
| Pleaſe) his good nature , may 
mcline him to hazard the peace 
of your Soul , by gratifying of 
your Fry : And then you 
are both tov blame ; yon, -for 
asking 3 he , for condefcending. 
If Reaſon be a good thing in 
it ſelf, why may I not ask it? 
And, if my Mative, of deſiring 
it , bealſo good , why may I not 
have it for asking 2 
You have already too mnch 
reaſon - you have a greatdeal 
more than you well know 
what. to do with »: and theres 
fore,though it be good in it ſelf 
"us far from being good for you. 
| And 
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And truly , if it be not good 


for you , if you know not what . 


to do_ with it, if you have al. 
ready too much of it, I do not 
ealitly conceive what ſort of 
good motive you can have, to 
wish for more, 

T am very uneaſy with feats 
& apprehenjrons of doing amiſs? 
this uneaſmeſs is a great bin« 
arance to me, in my duiics 
devotions ; and therefore IT am al- 
ways buſy , either ſludying or 


enquiring , to find out a clear (7 


certain reaſon , to ſecure me from 


all fear. | 


1 underſtand you very well, | 


You are like a Gentleman who 
was very uneaſy for fear of 
wanting money, He thought 
that if once he could yet the 
Philoſopher's Stone , it would 
change all things into Gold , 
and therefore was always buſy 

in 
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in Kudying how to hnd'it our 2 
but 'twas his misfortune, that the 
thing he ſought for, was not 
tobe found. A. ſpeculative cere 
tainty of the goodneſs & law- 
fullneſs of every particular ac- 
| tion, & every circumſtance of 
Kt, would be a fine thing in- 
deed , if it were to be had. But 
before you inquire any further 
after it, I beg you to conſider 
bow manifeſtly impoſhble it 1s 
to diſſect one ſingle action into 
all ies parts , and to read par= 
ticular lectures of morality up= 
on them , with as many de= 
- monſtgations to confirm the 
truth & the exaQneſs of them 
all. 1. Jn one ſingle action , 
belides the ſubſtance,-of it, our 
Divines obſerve no leſs than (1x 
or {even general circumſtances, 
as Perſov, Time, Place, Motive, 
Means, & Manner of doing, 
The 


02 TheBlind Obedience of 
The harmomy & due propor. 
tion of all theſe muſt firſt be 
well obferved & clearly proved, 
before *tis poſhble to form 
a ſpeculative Judgment of the 
Whole , eſpecially a -certain 


one, which may exclude all . 


fear, 2. Theſe general circum« 


ſtances are like ſpawners, and 


often have a great many little 
particular ones within them, 
2. Even theſe little ones, which 
hardly are diſcernable by com- 
mon eyes , may be diſſected 
too, & ſtill afford new matter 
for a Scene of fresh diſcoveries, 
4. Some of thefe circugaſtan- 


ces , even thoſe of the gpreateſ} | 


importance, are fuch thin vas 
nishing things, that *tis impol- 
fible for any body's thoughts to 


lay faſt hold of them, The Pu- 


rity of our Intention, the Sin- 
ccrity of our Endeayours , the 


Ex- 
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ExaG proportion of our Dili- 

ence , &c, are things which all 
Ne natural Reaſon inthe world 
is neyer able to demouſtrate, 
5. Although the general Max. 
ims of Morality are clear 6: 
evident , yet nevertheleſs the 
uſe & application of them of- 
tentimes are hid 0 wrapt up 
in obſcurity & darkneſs. They 
are like thoſe ſubterraneous ſe- 
crets which lie too deep for 
humane induſtry to reach them. 
The Art of Man can neither 
fetch them out , & place them 
in the open light : nor can .4t 
contrive a way to go & ſee them 
where they are z becauſe , in 
| fuch a deepdeſcent, the Lamp 

burns blew immediatly,& ſoon 
goes 'out, Did you ever hear 
of a taan ſo foolish, as' to at- 
tempt the digging of a ftair- 
cale to the Center of the 
earth 2 
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earth ? Tis every jot as impoC. 
fible to make a clear diſcovery 
of Secrets which lie hidden in 
the center of our Hearts, 
Is not this enough to drive 

a fearfull Soul into Deſpair ? 
Tis very well, if itdoes fo, 
Tis the very thing I would be 
at. Deſpair 1s not always bad; 
but ſometimes abfoltutely ne- 
ceſfary. Many a man has ruin'd 
a 200d eſtate, for want of a 
little deſpair, The Gentleman, 
I ſpoke of laſt, who was fo 
ifond of trying coſtly expert 
"ments, to find out the Philo. 
uy Stone, 1f in good time 
e had defpair'd of Ending it, 
he might have ſaved his la- 
bour-, & his eftate too, The 
fooner you deſpair , the better, 
provided you ' defpair vv the 
right place, There 'are ' many 
Souls 1n- Heayen , who would | 
| neyer 
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never have been there, if they 
had not. deſpair'd here,” The 

would never have been 4 
much in love with the next 
world , if they had nut deſ- 
pair'd of being happy in this, 
They would never have pray'd 
{o. heartily & ſo devoutly for 
the aſſiſtance *of God's grace , 
if they had not deſpair'd of 
being able to work their Sak- 
yation without it, And I ve- 
nly believe that You your ſelf 
will never ſubmit fo humbly, 
readily , & cheerfully , as you 
ought , to the Authority of your 
Contfeſfor , till you defpair enti- 
rely of ever finding any com- 
fort in your own fantaſtical 
ſpeculations, 
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CH 6AF.-X 
Pretences of Conſcience conſider d, 


Is impoſſible for a Timo- 
rous Conſcience to be quiet 
without being certain, Tis allo 
impoſhble, in the darkneſs of 
moral doubts, to find out any 
eculative certainty. And con- 
equently it highly concerns us 
to conlider what prattical cer- 
tainty may be had , and to 
make the belt markets we can 
of it. 

I have, in the beginning of 
the laſt chapter , Sm ob. 
ſery'd ; that 1n the deciſion of 
mofal doubts our ſpeculative rea» 
ſons are always Rhordinge to 
the prattica/ principles of our 
Prudence. Our ſpeculations have 
no right to any Share in the 
Govern- 
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Government of our lives , any 
further than our Prudential 
Reaſon , which always ought 
to have an inſpection over 
them, approves them as rules 
to: walk by.. They have onely 
a conlulting -voice in all delt- 
berations,, when and where they 
are ſummon'd: to appear : Our 
Soveraign, 'Reaſon- ſtill /preſides 
in the Aſlembly:;z k. determines 
all things , at ; its own diſcre. 
tion , not theirs : And, if they 
happen to grow tedious & im- 
pertinent , as ofcentimes they 
are, it has the power | to pro» 
rogue them , or, diflolve them, 
as it pleaſes ; & decide the 
matter without them, 

So that here are two paths 
before us, & onely, two, which 
lead: us to a prattical certainty: 
the one,, by way of {pecula- 
tive reafoning 3 the other”, by 
E way 
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way of Authority - and the 
main queſtion 15 ; which of theſe 
two is beſt ? 

When we ground our prac. 
tical certainty upon the proba- 
bility of ſpeculative (reaſon, we 
commonly:meet with ſome dif- 
ficulty:&.danger by .the way, 
before we 'come-at it, - Atilong 
examen oftentimes isneceſlary, 
to\ weigh each /grain of proba« 
bility 3 whetherat be- more than 
it need be , or leſs 'than it. 
Should be,or juſt gold-weight, 
Tis true 3a raan of -ſ{enſe - 6 
faund judgmetit,, may -make:a 
very _ Shift to overcome 
the difficulty &: the danger 'too: 
But how theſe troubleſome cir- 
cumſtances will agree withthe 
temper” conſtitution of a'ti- 
morous - Conſcience \, I -do- not 
"do eafily conceive. ; 
"On the other hand , ny 
a 
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all our doubtfull & uncertain 
ſpeculations are laid aſide , and 
our practigal certainty 1s groun- 
ded wholly 6. : entirely upon 
the Authority, of a .Confeſſor'; 
the caſe 1s quite alter'd -*tis no 
longer, either difficult or . dan» 
gerous. .,There's.-no examen.re- 
quiſte;uo .weighingiof Autho- 

.Fity -by, grains :the-Jealt com- 
miſhon from God, & , patent 
from his Church , is equally 
ealy to be known, & equally 
ſecure to be relied upon... Tis 
a rule- which never varies 2 tis 
avplied the: ſame, way ,.to all 
doubts whatſoever 2 & the very 
A,B, C, of practical Reaſon, 
15 enough to. teach us the ap- 
plication of. it., 3, . bz a{l doubt- 

Full gaſes I may ſecurely / relie 
wpdu imy, Confeſſor's ;Autharity , 
without examining bis, reaſons. 

2, Mypreſent difficulty is a doubts 
| £4 full 
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Full caſe': 3, And therefore , in 
my preſent difficulty , I may ſe« 
curely relie upon his Authority , 
without examining his ' reaſons, 
This is the whole leſſon : there 
15 no need of any more : and 
*tis'a leſſon ſo short & ſo plain 
that a' body muſt be very dull 
Tadeed, who can be long ' mn 
fearning it,” Ir includes 'onelz 
three! points + 7, the univerſd 
principle 3 2, the application ; 
and 2. the-conclifion, Thelalt 
follows evidently from its pre- 
mifes * the ſecond cannot fail 
the 'firſt is abſolutely certain ': 
And* what cait any reaſonable 
perſon wish for more ? 

In the next chapter, I $hall 
make it my buſineſs to prove 
by Scripture, the abſolute cers 
tainty of it, - Mgan time I hall 
apply my ſelf to conſider 
the two forts of pradical cer- 
tainty ; 


—>B 34 39 tr wm.uy mg , 
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tainty 21. in what they _—_— 
2, 11 what they, differ ;. 
2.which of the two isbetter, & 
more favourably calculated for. 
the eaſe & comfort of a timo- 
rous .Conſcience, - 


SE.C.T. 1 


The two ſorts of , Praftical Cer. 
zainty explain'd, 
T Hey both agree in being 
2 equally .obſcure , - 62 lea 
ying -us in 'the dark , without 
ſatisfying us: whether or no the 
Attion or Omniſſiom be lawtull ” 
# ſelf. They onely undertake 
to allure us that whether it be 
lawfull iz it ſe/#. or not ,, *tis 
certainly lawfull zo «s : and 
truly this is as-much as a wiſe 
wan would wish for, or a good 


man. needs. .to care for, Wheth< 
| E3 "Y 
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& or no it be  lawfull: iz i i 


felf', is onely #' fpecalative 
doubt; and the deciſion of it-; 
1s not neceſſary for our prat- 
tiſe, Tis enough that we have 
done. our duty in'enquiring af« 
teritzand that we have either 
well conſider'd - the: fafficient 
probability of otir ſpeculations, 
or more wiſely confulred the 
ſare Authority of our Confel- 
ſor, This done; we are as ſecure, 
ds we are /Afeze, 700 OT 
Although' we're not fpect- 
latively certain ' of its being 
lawfull. in 5 ſe/f; we are (prace 
tically certain of its being law 
full fo #5, We#'hope the chibg 
5 lawfall-# i f/f. If weknew 
for certain that it! 1s notſs;'we 
would 1jo0t do it; We havedone 
what's fitting for# good Chril- 
tian to do in- doubtfull- caſes 4 
Mare thairthis.we tire mov oblw 
: # oed 
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to : And therefore we ſecu- 
rely lay aſide all further care, We 
are pratlically certain that,if we 
are miſtaken, we are not guil- 
ty of it. Our God, who ſees 
our: hearts, is as well pleaſed 
with us , as uf we had not 
been deceiv'd. 2 He will not 
fail to reward the Sincerity of 
our good intentions 2 And 
when the Humility of blind 
Obedience - goes along with 
them, they will be acceptable 
w. him upon more accounts 
than one , and receive a double 
recompence. 


S.E C:Þo '1L 


When we rely upon our Confefs 
" for's Authority , our Cer- 
zainty is Abſolute. 


A Lthough - both ſorts of 
{ K practical certainty agree 
14) E 4 Tm 
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in being equally obſcure,on the 
one ſide ; they do not fo well 
agree ih being equally clear GC 
comfortable, on the other: and 
the difference is the greater , 
becauſe it lies in the very foun- 
' dation of them, The one 1s 
grounded upon the Probability 
of ſpeculative reaſon + the 
other upon the Authority of a 
Confeſſor 2' and betwixt theſe 
two the difference is greater 
than many people imagine, 

, When a | vue judges for 
himſelf according to. the Pro- 
bability of his own ſpeculative 
reaſon , he muſt take great care 
to proceed prudently- in his de- 
terminations. For, 

x, If he be rash or negli= 
gent ,if he uſe not the caution 
& circumſpetion which 1s re- 
quiſite ,if he do not well con- 


{ider' the ſufficient Pony 
| * 
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of his reaſons , He is f{ureto he 
poiley, whether the thing be 
awfull 42: 7t- ſe/for. not. For, 
if it happen to be. lawtull, *tis 
better fortune/..than his Ravhe 
neſs deſerves : And, if it be 
unlawfull. #z it, fe/f , *tis cer- 
tainly {0 49 bim,, ; becauſe his 
Negligence , which--he /muſk 
one dayian{wer. fori,.caninever 
juſtifie hie {jo itz; HE, 'may 
thank himfelf for being mil. 
taken : tis his own fault, that 
he-:15 ſo :,and *tisimpoliible for 
one: fault to be a-jult . excwle. 
- fot:anatber; + {2 - 

i 2a 16 he; be: partial .jn, exa-; 
mining the probability. of his 
apiniongit.avy. criminal. incl. 
vation make him more atten- 
tive to the; ene-{ide | than - the, 
other; if he have-irot patience, 
to.:confider, the; full trevgih of 
the reaſons agatilt him ,- bus, 
E's -chicfly 
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chiefly apply the whole force 
of his wit -, to 'maghnihe/' the 
reaſons which ate tavourable 
to his Paſſion, Intereſt; of Hu- 
mour; his 'Blindneſs 4s wil 
full : and-all the world agrees, 
that willfull Ignorance 15 no cx- 
cuſe, | Tis a . common: cale., 
which daylyhappens;''We fre» 
quently' take- notice/idffir> ,- 6: 
cleatly-Iee ir', tth 6uf neighs 
bouts ,though we ate:fiot wal- 
ling to! obſefyeir m ourſelves, 
Bur-the- more common it* ts, = 
the 'greatefisour obligationto 
conlider the dithcultys: 66; the 
- daigerito'whiqhw Pehitknce is 
always expoſed:;xpher! hsi'pres 
rends to judge forrhinaſlF1iGgo 
to build his! pratticaF' certainty 
upon the ſandy-ground of his 
own rabable:yealond , withwue 
removing the rubbish)j-&:exas! 
miting well the: foundation, 

$2911 ; - before 
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hefore he ventures to raiſe his 
edifice upon it. - 

He who builds vpon -arock, 
rs free from, all. this trouble. 
He needs not dig deep to 
fearch a foundation , which 
( without examiming) he knows 
to. be as firm as he can wish 
it, Such is the advantage of 
that: prattical certainty which is 
grounded upon. the Authority 
of a Conteflor. And to. con- 
firm this truth, which 1s of - 
ſich importance ; to all Pent- 
tents, | haveamongſt our Dgc- 
tors '& Divines made; choice 
of one beyond exception , who * 
not onely teaches it himſelf”, 
but ſays it 15 the common doc- 
trine. of the reſt, He propoſes, 
&. proves, three daties of Blind 
Obedience , from whence | 
have drawn three general rules, 
which are undoubtedly as 
E 6 law- 
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 Jawfull & as commendable in 
ſecular Penitents', as inreligions 
Perſons 3' whoſoever 15 the S- 
perior of the one , or Confeſſor 
of the other, | 

I. Although (4) in general we 
know our Confteſlor may be miſ- 
taken 3 yet , in particular, we ne« 
ver are 10 ſuppoſe He is ſo g Ui 
leſs we are CERTAIN of it, 
If therefore we' are not cer= 
zainof his being; in the wrong, 
we may lawfully. ſuppoſe , he 1s 
in the right :-and by. conſe 
quence, Fp 471 37 

H.. We need not (b) ſearch 
t wnto 
| 7) Etiamd abſolute falli poſit Supes 
fior »id tamen noneſt unguam in parti« 
culari przſumendum, nifi de eo con» 
fter. Zeſias. de Juſt, & Jure. lib. 2.cap, 
46. dub.'s. {b) Debet eſſe coca ad ras 
riones prxcepti ſcrutandas 3 nempe ut 
non velit ſcire cauſas cur quid precipia« 
tur ; ſed fatisei ſit,przcipi vel imponiab 
eo qui locum Dei tenet, nec conſlet per 
fe efleillicitum, ibid. 


aw tw oc 4. 


An Humble Penitent, og 
into his reaſons , nor know the © 
cauſes , why he bids ns follow 
his advice. Becauſe; if we may 
lawfully ſappoſe him: in the: 
right, *tis evident we need not 
be inquiſitive about the matter, 
for fear of his being in the 
wrong, And hence it follows 
alſo , that 

- II, We need-not (c) confi- 
der liis imperfettions & his 
faults; nor be therefore leſs read 
zo obey him. Becauſe achbeph 
his . Ignorance or Negligence 
may 'poflibly. miſlead him, yer, 
fince *tis none of our buſineſs 
to enquire about it ', we' are 
every jot as ſafe; asifan Angel 
came from Heaven to aſſure us 


of his being inthe right, _» 


” (c) Cxeca ad imperfetiones & vitis 
Saperioris, ut hzc non confidezet, nec 
ob hac minus ad obediendum parata fits 
ſed ſolum confideret eum cujus locum 
tcact, ibidem, . 
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If you ask me, Why then. 
does:$. 'F. Sales adviſe us {d) 
20: chiſe: one_amongſ} ten thous- 
and 7 Why does he tell us, he 
muſt be replenisch'd with Cha- 
rity, Knowledge, & Prudence : 
E that if one of theſe three parts. 
berwanting inbim,there is danger? 
How $hall we chuſe:a Confel- 
for ,, without conſidering. his ime 
perfeltions. © his faults ? The 
Anſwer 'to. all . this , 1s -cafily 
found: 11 the ſame. chapter, 

- 3=: When B, Sales ſpeaks of 
chufng.one in ten thouſand , he 
no-more tmtends that we should 
ener into a {tne examen of 
aur Confeſfar's capacity , than 
he means that we - Should ab- 
ſtain from Coenfeſhon , till we 


ave ten thouſand- Confeſſors - 


at: our. fervice; 'Fhe number and 
the coive are neither of them' 

to 
(d) IntroduB. part. 1, ch. 4+ 0.5% - 
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to be underſtood mn the _— 
of the expreſſion ''2 becaule - it 
would then follow ; that none 
but fome. few. Soveraign Prin- 
ces cord: ever: be-able to go 
- to Confeſhon' ,. ' for: want of 
number enough to chaſe in, But 
CT , this: way of ex« 
pteſhng is very proper to uns 
Grabos Gund retele {who! are 
not' at>alb gollicizons what Cons 
fellor/they.thave ; provided” he 
' "be a man! for their: purpoſe, a 
man- of their own: hamour , ov 
x may who 15: eahly -prevail'd 
wath yto-fer then! do. as they 
pleaſcy,>As for :-his:Charity,they 
do-not-defice it. 3. his Knows 
kage ,they do not: wait it'; & 
bis Pradence alſo: may: be fpa- 
red , becauſe they: have-enough 
of thetr own, To 'oppole this: 
permciQus maxim ,- our. Saint 
allures us , there arc fewer tobe 
found 
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eund than men imagine , who 
are fit. (7 capable of ſuch anOf= 
ficezl? that there is danger , if by 
our fault theſe, parts aye WAN 
ting in him ; that: is, if wepurs 
= make choice of a man , 
for this very reafon , becauſe 
we; believe-: him _ deficient - mn 
theſe excellent Qualities: , Ge; 
becauſe-we'are ; ſo ; proud> 6 
willful that we cannot: endure 
to deal with a man : whole 
Knavledge: and : Prudence may" 
enable him' to-:direfb 1s  0n::4 
man whote''Charity, mayiealily 
mſpire hinv with fuffictent cou» 
rage:, when. he. is | obliged-to 
contraditti us, They who know 
their Paſhons are ſtrong, , 6 
think. their Reaſon is ſo too. , 
are '[1tt]e-:defirons of being . di= 
rected,;& els of being contras 
dicted. And therefore: B,Snles 

via 2 takes 


| 
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takes notice that (e) one of the 
laſt advices of the great S, Le- 
wis to his Son , was in this 
kind : Confeſs often, & chuſe a 
Confeſſor of learning & diſcretion, 
abat can 0 dares advertiſe thee , 
to do ſuch things as are neceſſary 
or thy Salvation, If all the 
world would follow this advice, 
there would not be ſo many as 
there -are , who purpoſely a> 


| void thoſe Confeflors who can 


& dare advertiſe, them,@ Their 
1gnorance, when they miſtake , 


, 1s willfull & cannot excuſe 


them 2but on the contrary , 
they deſerve to be abandon'd 
in their darkneſs, becauſe they 
purpoſely took 'care 'to avoid 
the light, 
. 2, B. Sales ſays not one 
{yllable of a Penitent's being 
obliged to makea {trict enquiry 
| - 1ntg 


(e} ibid, n, 1. 
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into the Knowledge Charity- 
& Prudence of a Confellor, He 
knew very well that ſuch a 
method would expoſe them to 
an infinity of rash judgments, & 
- that God would never give a, 
bleſſing to ſuch a way of pro- 
ceeding,. Tis. true 3 we cannot 
help r <Ivs & hearing 2 neither 
can - we avoid. thinking of. 
what we ſee & hear : and , if. 
the appearances are very great, 
we mays. make a reaſonable uſe 
of them, by way of aprudent 
caution 2 we may wiſely G& ſafe- 
ly chuſe the man who ſeems 
the better qualified, & fitter for 
the Office: bur all chis while , 
we need not form a peremp«: 
tory judgment in the caſe; and 
atter all , we may perhaps. be 
grievoully miſtaken in the mat- 
ter. Fox ; which reaſon B, Sales. 
is: ſo far from adviſing us to 
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conſider well the faults & im- 
erfetions of: a; Confeſſor , be. 
He we chaſe him , that he 
onely ſends us to our prayers, 
to ( f) demand him. inflanly at 
the hands of Almighty Gad and, 
hazing ance. obtain him , he 
bids us bleſs his Divine Majeſ- 
ty for ſo great a benefit, He 
tells us, that-the way to find 
a. good Confeſlor , is to (g) 
fear God, © with an ' humble 
mind affeituouſty deſire que. ad: 
vancement in Piety, He''tells 
us, that we ought to pray 18 
God with wery 'great mſlance , 
to furnish us with one according 
16 his heart, 'He 'teſls us- mores 
over., ' for -our comfort; that 
although it were neetff il to fend 
an Angel from Heaven \, as he 
did to young Tobias, he will 
not fail to ſupply our want -; 
but 

(f) 5bo0, 5. (9) ib. ny 36. 
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but that he will undoubtedly 
give us a good o& faithfull 
Guide, _ 

3, He expreſlcly teaches , 
that we (h) ought to hearken to 
our Confeſſor |, as to an Angel 
deſcended from Heaven.., to... con 
duft us thither : And any man 
who has his thoughts about 
him , muſt needs perceive that, 
if this be true , the rules of. 
Leſſius cannot polhbly be falſe. 

or, if we were once aſſured 
of an- Ange} being ſent from 
Heaven to direct us, 

I, We never could ſuppoſe 
that God;, who ſent him , had 
permitted him _ to miſtake his 
meſſage, unleſs werwere CER 
TAIN of it. | | 

II. The reſpedt we owe to 
an Ambaſſador from Heaven, 
would not ſuffer us to queſtion 
x7 $14 | any 

ſb) 56.2.4. 5 | 
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any of his orders , by ſearch- 
ing into the reaſons GE endea« 
vouring to know the canſes of 
them, | £1, 
I. Though nothing be good 
G& perfect 'but God, yet never« 
thelef it would be a. very ab. 
furd thing , if we were there. 
fore lefs "ready 10.0bey bim', bes 
cauſe , with curious obſervation, 
we may poſlibly \dilcover in 
perfettions, even in an -ctngel, 
My veneration for S. F, Sales 
has led me a great deal further 
than I firſt intended but how- 
ever_it has not led me out of 
my way 3 becauſe I was going 
.to prove, that the prafical cer- * 
ztainty which 1s grounded' upon 
the ſure Authority, of-a Con- 
feſſor ,'is: abſolute 3 without Te- 
quiring' any terms on our fide 
to ſupport its whereas: the other, 


which is grounded vpon 
the 
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the Probability of ſpeculative 
reaſon, 1s onely conditional , and 
always ſuppoſes ſome certain 
articles to be obſerved exactly 
on our part:3ſ0' that if we fail 


1n the performance of theſe. 


conditions; all ;aur appearances 
of: practical certainty. wall . ne- 


yer be ſufficient to excuſe us, 


SECT 11; 

GeibY * ; 

When we depend upon the Pro- 
bability of our czun Reaſon , 
our :Certaimnty 1s onely Condis 
tional, ' 5:1 


N the laſt Section I compa» 
4 red. that .praftical certainty , 
awhich 15 grounded upona Cons 
feflor's: Authority ., tor a, builds 
ing which» is raiſed upon a rocks 
But as forthe, other , which is 


cannot 


SS > a a Go & & 
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grounded upon Probability , Þ. 
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cannot compare. it better than 
to a building erected upon a 
floating iſland. Such art edifice, 
may be' made 'as ſtrong” as 
.one pleaſes , & as well .com- 
patted 1n-it felf: but the four- 
dation is naturally alittle ſuf- 
picious 3-it may break ; it may 
ſink ;- and either the one ; or 
the: other; is: enough” to- ruine 
the inhabitants, '-It the''Foun. 
dation never fall"to pieces/, if it 
never be ſwallow*d-up 3 All's 
well. But how hall a body 
do to be thoroughly ſatisfied 
concerning; theſe: matters? Such 
if's as thele are a little trouble- 
ſome. to a man's "thoughts '; 
and very well deſerve -:o be. 
conlider'd , before one -ven- 
tures to dwell-in- fuch'a war 
dring' & uncertain habitation, 

For the: better — 
.of the whole matter ', I- $hal 
cndea= 
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endeavour” to give a Short and + 
familiar account of ' the com. 


mon . notions of Probability, 
Thexe are two forts of it: the 
one, intrinſecal ;_ the ther 3, 
extrinſecal : Intrinſecal Probas 
bility is when we conſider the 
real merits of the cauſe , the 
principles & conſequences of 
It, the arguments & 'reafons 
which have a particular rela. 
tion to-it,or a natural; con. 
nexion with it,, Extrinſecal 
Probability is when we haye 
No ' regard" to any of - theſe 
things , but onely conſider the 
. perſonal merits of - the author 
.who has credit with us. We 
Have ſome particular reaſons, 
beſt known to qur ſelves :, 
- which. make us think him wiſe 
.& good , 'and the greater 
the appearances are of his being 
wiſe enough to know the truth, 
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&-:good enough to tell it us (in- 
cerely, the greater is the pro+ 


bability . of. his doGtrine being 


true , & the more ,we are con- 
tented to rely upon it, with- 
out enquiring into the reaſons 
of it. We ſuppoſe: his reaſons 
are good, becauſe they are his, 
And becauſe: bis: per ſonal merits 
are altogether forrejgn to the 
merits.of the cauſe , therefore 
this ſort of probability is call'd 
extrinſecal, 

When I ſpeak of authors, 
I mean books as well:as men, 
For we converſe with both -, 
and: value them more or lels , 
according as we fancy they de= 


| ſerve it, Some there are, who 


are nuuch-1nclined; to-prefer the 
dead authors before: the living 
ones :But [ am much afraid , 
they have no- great reaſon' for 
it, A book, lay _y , is free 


from 
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from paſſion intereſt & humour, 
Very true, it is {o 2 and fo 1s 
the #zaz himſelf , when he 1s 
dead : But he was alive, when 
he was writing 3 and, for ought 
we know, his patſhon wmtereſt 
& humour ark be then a- 
live , as well as be, Be it how 
it will, I am fare the /izung 
authors have ſome very confi. 
derable advantages over the 
dead ones, 1. The living can 
ſpeak for themſelves ; and ,it 
they are not rightly underſtood, 
they can explain the difhculty 
more clearly, The dead can 
{peak no more ; and, if we do 
not underſtand the text , they 
are not now 41 a capacity of 
putting a comment in the 
margent, 2, We may acquaint 
a living author with the pat- 
ticular circumſtances of our 
caſe ; but a dead one has no 
CALS 
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ears to hear us, We may read 
his writings, and obſerve what 
eneral doctrines he lays down 
fore us + But , as there are 


. ew rules without ſome excep- 


tions , we may fill be in a 


' doubt; and, if we are, he is 


not able to reſolve. us, So that 
upon the whole matter , there 
appears to” be as much diffe- 
xence, as betwixt a Doctor & 
a Diſpenſatory, And Iam very 
confident , that ſeveral people 
have loft their lives by tampe- 
ring with Diſpenſatories , who 
otherwiſe might have cnjoy'd 
both life & health , if they had 
but, in time , conſulted their 
Doctor, In fine , whether the 
Author be living or dead , 'tis 
certain that we either conſider 
the merit of his reaſons, orthe 
merit of his perſon, If werelie 
upon the merit of his arguments, 

2 haying 
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them , & made them- our own, 
our probability is what: they 
call #ntrinſecal, Bit it we wave 
-his reaſons., & rely entirely 
pon the merit his perſon, be- 
cauſe we are. perſwaded that. a 
viſe man- is: not: ealily . miſta- 
ken, nor a good maan eali]y pre- 
-vail'd upon to tell a- lie, our 


probability is meerly extrin«, 
ſecal. "4 
Let us now apply theſe ne- | 


tions to our - preſent | purpole, 
Tis certainly:lawfull to tofow 
a probable opinion: and, wheth- 
er the - probability be intrinſe. 
cal or extrinſecal] , *tis nogreat 
matter, provided it be ſufficient, 
We are. are onely obliged ' to 
look before we leap , and: to 


conſider well the ground before 


we offer to go upon it. - I have 


already explain'd the — 
0 


having examin'd them, polſe(s'd | 
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of examining, & the danger of 
chuſing / our opinion : 1 haveal- 
fo intimated, that any judicions 
perſon may eaſily make a very: 
wy sShifr to overcome the dit- 

culty & the danger too 3 in 
confirmation of which , I shall 
onely add one plain reflection.” 
We are not objiged: touſe any 
extraordinary care & diligence 
m conſidering & ſearching the 
probability of our opinion : "tis 
enough that we proceed with 
the " a feriousneſsE&indafftry * 
of endeavour , which we com- 
monly ule in worldly affairs, 
fach as are of ſome importance 
to us. For example 2: If we 
ſeek truth with the'fame ardour 
& vigour.as we ſeek a temporal 
advantage 3 if, we go to look 
for it, with as good a will as 
men go uſually to their mar- 
kets or their fins z if we are 
C 2 in 
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in as good earneſt, and as care- 
full about it,as we are in driv- 
ing a bargain 3 it we reject the 
plauſible tuggeſtions of our pat- 
ſion , intereſt, or humour , as 
we do the flattering words & 
kind infinuations of a perfon 
_ whom we verily believe. to 

have a deſign of. over-reacht 
vs + If we do but this (andall 
this is no more than what we 
dayly do) We necd not fear ; 
We are Secure. 

Whenfoever a man has done 
as much as I have. here de- 
ſcribed, the Jawfullneſs of fol. 
lowing his opinion ts very cer« 
zain , although the rrath of it be 
onely probable, He hasa prac- 
tical certainty 'that the thing is 
lawfull ro him , although he 
onely has a ſpccalative probabi- 
[ty of its being lawfull in it ſelf; 
And this alone is enough to 
pact» 
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pacifie the minds of all conſi- 
derate perfons 3 for they will 
ealily affure themſelves of ha. 
ving done as much as I have 
here explain'dz and then , al- 
though their certainty be onely 
conditional, yet being well aſſu- 
red of _— perforni'd the 
conditions , they are as ſafe 
& as much at eaſe , as 
xf their certainty were abſo- 
late. 

But it 15 not ſo with fcru- 
pulous people who are always 
more or leſs confounded 
amaz'd with too much fear. 
Nothing but an abſolute cer- 
tainty will do their work , a 
conditional one will never ſerve 
their turn, Neither 1s it any 
wonder , that Scrupulolity and 
Probability can never agree 3 
becauſe Probability is naturally 
more or leſs defective, & Scru- 
F'4 pulolity 
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puloſity is always ſo uneaſy, fo 
exceptious, ſo unreaſonable in 
;ts expeQations ,: that it 15 1m« 
pollible to pleaſe it. Tis a pee- 
vish ſort of Humour , which 
is always finding fault , & al- 
ways ſuſpecting'the worſt; and 
when things are as well as they 
need'be , it. quarrels with theny 
becauſe they are not © better 
than they can be. In theſe oc 
caltons , Probability is blamed, 
without deſerving it. For , in 
moral doubts where fpeculative 
certainty 15 not to be found , 
a reaſonable probability is as 
much as the matter will: bear, 
*tis-as much as all our ſpecu- 
Jations can diſcover,and theres 
fore 1s a very - good: thing in 
it (elf, But, as good as: it is; 
it 15 not fo good asScrupuloſity 
would have it be, Scrupuloſity 
would tain be ſpeculatively cer- 
fr tain 
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tarn 3 & Probability. can never 
be ſo: and therefore they can 
never agree upon the, point. 
Now, for my part , 1 cannot 
but look upon this, as a very 
extravagant humour : For, al+ 
though a man may pofhibly be 
fo covetous,as to wish he could 
make a groat of two-pence 3 
yet however, *tts evidently an 
unreaſonable thing, to'refuſe a 
good two-pence , becaule' it is 
not worth a groat, 

If ſcrupulous: people could 
poſſibly content themſelves with 
a-reaſonable proportion of Po. 
bability , there might be ſome 
hopes of their finding comfort 
ingzt, But they are fo exceſſively 
fond of certainty, that they can 
never reſt without itz and wonld 
be almoſt ready to die with' 
deſpair, if they did not live in 
hopes of it, For, this reafon , 


© they 


130 The Blind Obedience of 
they are {o very buſy in ſearch- 
ing for the greateſ} probabi- 
lity, as being the neareſt to it* 
and indeed they are not. to be 
blamed for thinking that ' the. 
greateſt is the beſt : but, on the 
contrary, they very much de- 
ſerve to be commended for 
being, moſt pleaſed with it , 
aud for making it part of their 
chief bulineſs to find it, But 
the truth is,all exceſs is blame- 
able , even in things the 
moſt excellent : and the jufſteſt 
cauſe in the world can never 
juſtifie the -intemperance of any 
paſſion in the proſecution of it. 
Their fault lies in their being. 
over-much concern'd , & being 
blinded with too much fear 3 
which undoubtedly diſpleaſes 
God, as much as a loving con- 
hdence would pleaſe him. They 
are like a man, whoſe maſter 
ſends 
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ſends him to the wood ; Go , 
fetch me, bs he, the beſt flick 
you can frud. ;Ff he had ſaid, 
a good one, the wark had been 
eaſily done :but becaule he ſaid, 
the beſt, therefore the poor man 
1s ſo terribly afraid, he- ſcarce 
kuows where to turn himſelf 2 
firſt, one ſtick pleaſes him-and 
then anather zand another :the 
* more! yariety he: meets with ;, 
the more he 1s confounded 
with it; and, the more he is 
ſollicitous to chuſe the beſt, the 
leſs he is able to doit. Thus he 
wanders up & down, loſes his 
labour , loſes his patience, loſes 
himſelf; and, by the time that 
he has found himſelf again , 
he has loſt his Maſters favour, 
by ſtaying fo very long , & 
chaſing the - worſt: ſtick at 
laſt; - * 

This immoderate follicitude 
F 6 were 
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were. yet- more: 0 

when they : find the probability 
they i{cek for, they would-per- 
{wade themſelves .to-:be' con. 
tented with it. :But 'the- ſame 
cowardly Spirit which. puzzles 
them in. the purſuit of 1t, does 
as much diſcourage them even 
when they think-. they: have 
found+ it. When they: have 
overtaken. it, 6G ſee ir: fall: quite 
Short of their beloved certainty, 
they reckon all - their : labour 
loſt, & are as'much unſatisfied 
as ever. They-are utterly diſ- 
appointed 1n'their expectation; 
They thought-to arrive at ſpe- 
culative_certainty. bythe - way 
of probability : But they onely 
wearied them(lelves with trying 
the experiment, & found thern« 
felves'as much miſtaken , ' as 
little children are , who looking 
upwards from the: bottom of 
TE 
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a great mountain,:are apt to: 
nagine ?tis as high as Heaven; 
& that}, if they were once. at 
the top. of it , they \could touch 
the Skie with thetr hands + 
Pleas'd with the ' fancy, they 
reſolve to try : but the higher 
they chmb , the leſs hopes 
they have, & when they. come 
there , they. find/the Skie as 
much above thetr:heads asever, 
Fs in vain to tell ſuch fcru« 
pulous perſons that, athough 
Innocent X1. has :condemn'd the 
(z) Teaft probability , yet Alex- 
ander V 111. has approved the 
(k) greate/h; , Nor! 15 it to: an 
i 1 ar: parpols 
(i) Generatim dom probabilitate » 
fve intrinſec! , five extrinlecT ; quan- 
tumvis tenui, mods 2 probabilitatis fie 
nibus non exeatuy ,confifi aliquid: age 
mus, ſemperprudenter agimus, Prop, ze 
inter 65.  (k) Nonlicet (equi opinio= 
nem, vel mter probabiles probabilifile 
niam. Prop, 3+ fer 3 ls 
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. purpoſe to talk to them of a 
middle way , & to let them 
know there. are degrees of 
greater G.. leſſer betwixt the two 
extreams of /eaſt and greateſt, If 
you tell them: that , although 
the leſſer be warmly diſputed, 
yet both parties are agreed that 
the greater 15 ſufficient, Al] this 
will never pacthe their minds? 
becauſe the greateſt probability 
is always mixt with ſome little 
degree of uncertainty zand this 
uncertainty though never fo 
little, is a breach which they 
find wide enough for thouſands 
of fears to enter', & rush in 
upon them. T heir fears are as 
- unaccountable as thoſe of little 
childrew, who are terrified with 
wonderful] ſtories of Appari- 
tions & Spirits : thouph your 
Shut the door as cloſe as ever 
you. can , yet if once they get 
a 
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a fancy in their head , that 
the bug-bears can creep in at 
the key-hole, they'l quake and 
tremble as much , as if the door 
were wide open. 

Tis no le in yain to aſſure 
them that, although the caſe in 
queſtion ay be {infall & un- 
lawfull in it ſe/f,yet having ta» 
ken ſuch pains to find the truth, 
it is impoſſible that this may-be 
Should ever do them the leaſt 
harm : becauſe , although their 
probability falls short of ſpecula- 
tive certainty,yet $hey are prac- 
tically certain that the caſe is in- 
nocent & lawfull to them,if they 
have not been negligent in exa« 
mining it, or zf they have not 
been partia/ in approving It. 
A Security upon doubtfull con- 
ditions, 1s no ſecurity at all ; 
and the conditions here ſpeci- 
hed, are always doubtfull to 
them, 
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them. Alas ! They never think 
themſelves ſuſhiciemly Scere 
& Diligent + and therefore theſe 
ifs can never comfort them-, 
becauſe theſe if's are the very 
things they are ſo much afraid 
of, "Their firſt apprehenfions 
are, thatthe thing perhaps may 
be unlawfull i it ſelf, After- 
wards, when they begin to 
ajim-at a conditional certainty , 
& to confder well the afore- 
faid if*s 3 their fears. are now 
doubled , inſtead of their being 
double - guarded from them, 


They are now allarm'd with 


fresh recruits of new-rais'd rea 
ſons , which affault them in 


two ſeveral places at once,and 


with greater. numbers than 
before. And now their thoughts 
are: buſy: & uneaſy with endleſs 
doubts & {ufpicions, that may 
be they. have been negligent , GC 
| may- 
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may-be they have been partial. 
So that. all the comfort , which 
their conditional certainty affords 
them, ſerves onely to furnish 
them with zwo - may- be's 1n- 
ſtead of one : which is juſt a 
down-right Tinkering of the 
matter,by mending, one hole, & 
making 1wo 1n the place of it, 
And therefore I need not add 
a word more , to prove that 
the abſolute practical certainty, 
which is grounded' upon the 
ſnare Authority of a Confeſ- 
ſor, 1s the better certainty of: 
the two , and much more fa- 
vourably calculated for the = 
& comfort of a Timoxous 
Conlcieuce, 
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SECT. IV. 


Objett ions of pretended Conſcience 
| anſwer d, 


> o Is high time now to anſ- 
wer the objetions of pre- 
tended Conſcience. I call it 
it pretended, becauſe it goes by 
a name which tt does not re- 
ally deſerve , a- name 1s none 
of its own, T's a pretence which 
people make ufe of , when 
they have a mind to thizk what 
they will, and do what _ 
pleaſe, A” pretence , by whic 
they chear themſelves , as well 
as their neighbours ; and endea- 
your to avoid private remor- 
ſes, as well as publick cenſures, 
by calling upon the ſacred name 
of Conſcience. 

The main ObjeCtion, which 


P1VCS 


An Humble Penitent, 129 
ives ground to all the reſt, 1s 
;0h Although the prattiſe be 
law full in it ſelf, yet , if Ithink 
really it is a Sin , my thinking 
ſo is it not enough to make it 
« Sin? | 
In anſwer to this, I frankly 
own, that Conſcience , rightly 
underftood , 1s the true Judge 
of our Actions - but ſcrupulous 
xerſons are grievouſly miſtaken 
i it, All cheir ſpeculations paſs 
for Conſcientious * all their ups 
ſtart fancies uſurp the tule of 
Conſcience : Humility , Obe- 
dience , & all the train of Vere 
tues which attend them , muſt 
now & then be turn'd out of 
doors , to make room for a 
Sin - making thought , which 
they are pleas'd to I nifie with 
the venerable Charadier of Con» 


ſcience, The Government of 
Reaſon would be a pretty _ 
| O 
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of a thing indeed , if every 
thought, which occurs to our 
mind, were the right rule of 
our morality. It would be juſt 
like a non-(enſtcal Monarchy , 
where every body 1s' King de 
ure, Tis true 3 our Conſcience 
is always our immediate Judge: 
but then there is ſcarce one ' 
thought in a hundred, which js 
really Our Conſcience : and it 
they are not our Conſcience , 
*tjs no' matter what they- arc, 
or how' many,” There may ariſe 
in our. minds a thouſand ' of 
them (if -you- pleaſe) one after 
another'z and every one of 
thefe thoughts may really think 
K is a Sim;and yet, if it isnot 
a Sin #n it ſelf, theſe thoughts 
will never be able to make it 
a $1. 

Fell, But how s$hall I diſ- 
cern that thought, which is my 
| Con- 
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Conſcience , from all thoſe which 
are nod ? 

How do you know the dif. 
ference betwixt the Fudge who 
ſits upon the Bench , & the 
Lawyers who plead at the Bar, 
We have every one of us a 
Court of Fudicature within us, 
where all ovr doubtfull caſes 
are try'd & judg'd. All our 
thoughts which are concern'd in 
any thing belonging to the 
Trial, are \uramon'd to ap« 
pear in Conrt, Our ſpeculative 
Thoughts are the Lawyers , 
which open the Caſe, explain 
the circumſtances of it, & pro» 
poſe the reaſons which are. ei- 
ther for it or againſt it, Whilſt 
the-matrter is thus under debate 
our Thoughtsare divided upon 
the point : One way , they plead 
it is a Sin 3 the other way , 
they plead it is not, Mean 
time, 
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time , theſe thoughts are meerly 
ſpeculative ; becauſe they are 
not rules to walk by , but are 
onely- the opinion of the Law. 
yers, whoſe buſineſs is to diſ- 
pute the queſtion 5 C& not to 
decide it, Amongſt all the 
Thoughts which are employ'd 
in- the whole Trial , there is 
onely One , which finally deter- 
mines & judges the Cale. This 
Thought is praftical , becaule it 
15 the Opinioz of the Judge , 
the Sentence of the Court , GC 
the Ryle of our Prattiſe, And 
This is the onely Thought which 
delerves the name of Conſcience, 

I purpoſely make ule of this 
Allufion, to avoid School-terms; 
becauſe I write for thoſe who 
commonly are not well acquain- 
ted with them, And , for the 
better underſtanding of the main 
point, 1 shall endeayour to give 
4 
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a familiar account of - three 
general caſes which uſually 
occur in the aforeſaid Trial. 

I, It happens ſometimes , 
that the Lawyers , who plead 
it is a Sin , are able to prove 
it ſo plauſibly , and with ſuch 
ſtrong appearance of Reaſon”, 
that the adverle party is quite 
confounded and filenc'd, And 
then indeed , the Court being 
free from noiſe , the Judge's 
voice may _ be heard : and 
we may- be aſlur'd it is our 
Conſcience which tells us , it is 
certainly a Sin, 

IT, Sometimes it happens 
. that the Lawyers , who plead 
it Jawfull , have the greater 
probability on their ſide. : But 
yet the others are obſtinate in 
maintaining the probability of 
its being a in, In this occa- 
frog, there is a great noiſe in 
Court ; 
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Court : The Zudge pronoynces 
ſentence, that. the thing js law- 
full : The Lawyers. are 1mper- 
tinent , & the ſame time cry , 
it is a Sin * And in this conti- 
fion we may ealily miſtake a 
Lawyer's voice, & think it is 
the Fudge'ss Our Conſcience 
thinks it /azwwful/ : and at the 
Ame [time theſe unmannerly 
Thoughts continue clamorous', 
& ſtill think really it is a Sin, 
But-let them till thi24 on ; as 
Jong ., & as really , as they 
pleaſe ; tis certain they are 

never able to make it really be 
One, dl; 
HL At other times it con 
monly happens , that the Laws 
Jers:,: Who plead it Jawfill;; 
although they have -great Pro- 
bability on their ſide, yet: they 
.do not1n*{t upon it : they wave 
al probable reaſons., as being 
more 
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more or lel(s defedtive 78 one 
ly:ground their defence” upou 
a prattical principle 5 which 1s 
an undoubted - maxim ' of the 
Law, that #-all doubtfull caſes 
one "may ſecurely velie upon a 
Confeſſor's - Authority \, without 
examining the'- reaſons, - In. this 
caſe, the Zawyers ,. who plead 
it is a $14 , are batled & quite 
put out of countenance, 'As for 
ſpeculative certainty , which now 
is neceſſary to gain thelr point, 
they frankly own they have it 
not about them ; And, as for 
probability, although they have 
abundance of it \, yet'the belt 
being manifeſtly 7#ncergain , the 
others deſpiſe it , & will not 
take the pains to anſwer it,but 
onely oppole the certain rule 
of a Confeſſor's Anthority 
* apainl{t jt, When 4 are in 
this poſture ;the Trial is ſoon 

. = ended, 
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ended, Our Conſcience' imme. 
diatly pronounces Sentence, that 
the thing is certainly: lawfull x 
and the Equity of this Sentence 
is fo viſible, that *tis impoſſible 
to ' be. miſtaken in it. " 
According to | thele 'three 


| ee rg to give a $hort 


& plain Anſwer to 'the Queſ- 
tion hete propoſed 2-1F-I think 
really it is a Sim , is 'not '"y 
thinking ſo ' enough to mike it 
a Sin? 55 
1. In the*firft caſe, youthink 
*ris* certainly a Sin ; you do not 
doubt the leaſt but that it 1s ſo: 
And then indeed , although it 
be not a Sin 2 it ſelf', This 
thought ,as long as it continues 
thus certain, is enough to make 
it one, p 
2. In the ſecond -cale , you 
have two thoughts 1nfyour mind 
at once ; one way , you think 
Ic 
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it Jawfull ; the other way , you 
think 1t.a- Sin +.And., if the 
hrlt. Thought ,-be.; your; -Conſti- 
ence, the ſecond cannot; make 
4 S1;(But if you are, not 
able to diſcern, which of the 
two thoaghts ; 1s .;the, dictate 
of your Conſcience, you, mult. be 
content to: fulfer:the: -mortifiga- 
zr0a of 'beivg in- a.dowht,whether 
rt be enough tomake it,a.Sin,or 
not.But-you have ftill.this com- 
fort left, that | 

4:3; In the-third. caſe.,, when 
you lay aſide: all theſe. .uncer- 
tain probabilities , and ground 
yoar: ſelf entirely upon the ſure 
Authority. of your Contfeſſor |, 
This mortifying doubt 1s ealily 
and - clearly. reſolv'd.. For , 
whilſt. your. Conſttence relies ups 
on- the. certainty.of bis Autho-. 
rity who. tells you is latefull, 


tis manifeſt that all your oth- 
| G 2 er 
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er thoughts. can never 
enough t0 .make: it a Sin, They 
may-be clamorons, they may be 
troubleſome , they may atright 
you with 'more-/or leſs proba- 
bility of;its being. unlawfull 2 
But.as long as you, rely upon 
a certain: rule, which always 1s 
a jaſt excuſe, & always makes 
your practice certainly lawfall 
To- you 3 What ſignifie the vain 
appearances-of probabi/ity,which 
always 1s wcertaty, and never 
can- amount:to .morethan this, 
that' perbaps. *tis really unlaws 
full ##/jt ſejF2 Will any body 
" in their right ſenſes, quit a cer- 
zain hold , to faſten upon a 
meer perhaps ? 

But may 1 then ſafely fol. 
low my Confeſſor's Advice,when 
My 0wn opinion ſeems to me more 
probable? | 

Whodoubts it ? His Adyice 

| 1s 
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1 Aa -certain rule 2: your opi- 
nion contrary to it, though ne- 
ver {fo probable , is fill wacer- 
ztain* And therefore” tis an un- 
doubted Truth , that you may 
(/) ſafely follow his advice, 
But what 'if I am ſtill uneaſy 
in my ſelf, & terribly afraid 1s 
ts a Sin? May I ſecurely follow 
G 3 his 


(1) Parum .refert. quod oppoſita ſen» 
tentia. ipfi operanti videatur probabilior 
ſpeculative : Speculatiryum enim illud 
judicium, eo ipſo quod forte incerturmn 
& falſum fit , non-deber eſſe regula 
operationisz cum operans aliam regus» 
lam , eamque -cextam habeat, quam ſee 
quatur, Buſenbtium. |,* 1,'tre 1. C 2. 
dub, '' 2, Quando - Reftipioſus dubitat 
ntrum ſua infirmitas {fufficiat ad non 
Je)unandum, vel ad non'legendum ho+ 
ras ; non ſolum ad mandatum, fedetiam 
confilium ſui Prelati ſetur?d poteſt abilie 
nere g jejunio , vel ab hotis.* Syltins, 
in 1:2.9.29.25.9. 8. co 1, Prelato 
precipienti Religioſus 2exeruy obedire 
contra ſuam propriam opinionem's 
ctiamſ probadiliorem. ibid. d. 9g. 6. 4» 
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his Advice ; in ſpite of 'all my 
fears ? | WL 
Undoubtedly you may; - Is 
it” not evident , that we'may 
always follow a certain rule , 
in {pite of all the mncertainties 
in the world -? And .have not 
we juſt reaſon to\ 2) contemn 
our fears , when we are ſure 
of being more ' afraid than 
hurt 2? | 

My fears , you'l fay , are 
grounded upon'a great Many pare 
ticular reaſons * And is it not ait 
unreaſonable thing to turn theſe 
reaſons out of doors , without frrſt 
confuting them? 

wins» is 1t not an unreaſon- 
able thing to undertake the 
needleſs labour of an endleſs 
work? Are they not abundant- 
(m) Poteſt firmiter operari contempro 


{crupulo, etiamfi per/everss,Suart x. il 
I. 2.dilp, 12, 1eRt.4. 0.5. 
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ly confuted by. their own. con=- 
feſhon ? They onely boaſt their 
probability 3 they do not ſo much 
as pretend to a ſpeculative cer- 
zainty : And nothing leſs than 
that can ever be allow'd to 
take place of a certain practical 
direction. - 

The whole truth of the bu- 
ſinels 1s this, - Our ſpeculative 
thoughts are proud and imperti- 
nent, They- would fain uſar 
the whole conduct of our lf 
& aGtions 2 and This 1s what 
they were never made for, 
They are like a factious Houſe 
of Commons, who are always 
quarrelling with the King's 
Prerogatives , under the odious 
name of Arbitrary Power - and 
if care be _ not taken, to keep 
them within their due limits , 
they'l ſoon ſubvert the Govern- 
ment : they'l convene without 
G 4 being 
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being call'd, and continue fit- 
ting even. when they -arg pro 
xogued, From whence it plainly 
follaxys, that our Praftical Rea- 
ſon i5,mtver more Prudent, and 
more like it ſelf \ in the' law- 
full exerciſe of its Soveraign 
Power , than when' it filences 
and di{mifſes_theſe pragmatical 
Scryples & rebellious . Specula= 
tions, which- canuot endure- to 
have Authority reign over them. 
Then-it is "that our PraQtical 
Reaſon is like an Abſolute 
Monarch , who governs as he 
pleaſes , without conſulting his 
Parliament. And here, I hope 
you will not ſay , that Reaſon 
is Tyanical, unleſs you have 
a mind to have ir faid, that 
Tyranny 15 reaſonable, 
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CHAP. XL 
The Security of Blind Obedience 

proved by Scripture. 
A Pretended Conſcience 

which claims a /iberty of 
thinking ' what” it pleaſes, & 
pleads a neceſſuty of doing what 
it thinks, is as miſchievous a 
Tool as the Devil. himſelf 
would wish to go to: work 
with, All the Laws of God & 
kis Church would fignifie juſt 
nothing , if every body might 
pretend to lay » My Conſcience 
zells me-another thing and Who 
sball contro!l or judge my Con- 
ſcience ? Tis. evident that whert. 
ſoever the Law faysone thing, 
& our pretended 'Conſtience 
takes uporr it to (ay another, 


or whenſoever there ariſes any 
G 5 diſpute, 
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diſpute , which of the two is 
in the right , We: do-not live 
in conformity to the Law , if 
we-deſpiſe ſach Fadges of (the 
Law, as the: Law it ſelf has 
appointed, | 

My bufineſs therefore at pre- 
ſent 15 to prove by Scripture , 
that our Confeſſors are appointed 
by God , to be the. Fuages of the 
Law, From whence ?twill 
clearly follow: that #7 all doubt < 
full :raſes we *may ſecurely relie 
upon. our Confeſſors (Authority , 
without examining -their reaſons, 
For ſurely nothing: can bemore 
ſelf-evident than this , tnat rhe 
Law of God tan never punish 
us, for ſubmitting humbly & ſin> 
cerely - to thoſe: Fudres:, which 
God himſelf has appointed. 

' There are ſeveral- Texts of 
Scripture which plainly repre- 
ſent unto us, how unfitting & 

| how 
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how unſafe: a thing it is ,, to 
take -uporr us to. be : our own 
judges. in all things, (»)' Rely 
wot «upon your own Underſlan- 
ding - Be. not wiſe FD; Your 07N 
eyes, And again (0). There is 
mnore hope of a tool, than of one 
that is'wiſe in his own conceit, 
Such. expreſſions as theſe are 
very proper to awaken ſome 
people , who are fo ſtrangely 
fond of- their own fancies , that 
they cannot endure to ſubmic 
them to -any Confeſſor what. 
ſoever. They love dearly to 
rely upon-their own underſtanding 
ur every thing , although the 
Word of God expreſſely advi- 
ſes the contrary. They are fo 
Wiſe in their own eyes , that 
they never «think+ their Con- 
feſſor wiſe enough to direct 
them, And, let them ſay what 

; G 6 they 
(0) Prov.y. 5.7. (0) Prov. 26.13» 
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they will , *tis maniteſt they 
arg not - guilty of too much 
Humility, For, if they thought 
their conceits were filly , they 
would eaſily ſubmit, Bur the 
true reaſon why they are fo 
Riff zn their opinions , 15 be- 
cauſe they always are inclined 
to believe that their conceits 
are wiſe ones, And how does 
this, agree with the Word of 
God, which in (p) both TeC- 
taments - heed. £ them not 
tg be. wiſc- in their own conceits? 
But a. word 1s enough to the 
wiſe.z.and_therefore I shall ſay 
no more. upon this ſubject; but. 
Shall. chiefly inſt upon thoſe. 
Texts , whith  tell-us plainly 
who they, are , whom God'has 
appointed ;to-be our Gnides: & 
Judges: our Guides,to chuſe:our 
way, & our Judges to determinsg 
all, ourdoubts concerning 1, 1, 


(p). Pr gv,26,.1.2+ Rom, 12+ 16G, 
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I. The (q) lips of the Prisfl 
shall keep Knowhdge , and they 
shall feek the Law at his 
mouth : for he is the Angel of the 
Lord of Hoſts. And the rea- 
ſon holds good ., although his 
wicked neſs which God forbid) 
Should (r) make him contemp- 
zible befare the people, His pers 
ſonal failings + not leſſen the 
Authority of his CharaQter, He 
may know 'the Law as well as 
thole who obſerve it. And 
although his aGtions diſcover 
the corruption of his Heart 
which contradicts his Fadgment, 
yet perhaps he may not labour 
mder any temptation of bely. 
mg the Law with his lips ,or 
contradicting it with his xowth, 
In the-old Teſtament we read 
that {s) when Samuel was old 
| (64 

(q) Malach. 2. 7+{(r) 58. v. 9. (5) 3, 
Rings. 8.1 ,3+43 Fo GaJe 
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& made: bis Sons Judges over 
I(ratl, they. wald not in his 
ways 3 for - which reaſon. the 
Elders of 1ſrael , being offen. 
ded at the-wickedneſs of his 
Sons;, 'gather'd themſelves toget- 
her , and-came to Samnel , & 
ſaid ;, Now make us a King to 
indge us , like all the Nations, 
Whereupon Samncl , beg 
diſpleaſed with . their petition } 
prayd to God to direct him , 
& God hunſclf expreſs'd his 
diſpleaſure in theſe terms, They 
have not rejefted thee,but they have 
refetted me, that I should not reign 
over them, And in the New 
Teſtament: we read, that Jeſts 
ſaid to. the multitude :(t) The 
Scribes & Phariſees have fitten 
ir Moſes feat 5 All - therefore 
whatſoever rhey. ſay to ye , that 
obſerve ye , dF dv ye ; but do 

| | ua 
(*) Math, 23+ 1s 2+ J+ 
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wot ſquare: your aGtions 'accore 
ding 10-their works; for they: ſay, 
C& do "not, And indeed our 
Natural Reafon 4s : enough to . 
teach us the: Equity” of this 
Fruth,For., when once a Judge 
is appointed 'by: the Law ; 
although -a - private perſon at 
the Bar may juſtly hope him« 
{elf to the better man of the 
twoz-yet,” if he Should theres 
fore: offer to juſtle him off the 
Bench, &:difown the Autho-s 
rity of: his' Comiffion, ſuch an 
infolence © would” never be 
endur'd: in apy Form of Go- 
VEernmaent, 

: TI. He (u) that hears you , 
lays Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
hears mes and be that deſpifes 
yon , defpiſes me. This Text 
$:ews plainly that''( w:)- "God 
who ſpoke , in time paſt, to the 

Fathers 
(v) Luk, 10. 16,. (w} Heb. 15 2. 
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Fathers by the Prophets , and in 
theſe laſt. days ſpoke unto us by 
his - Son , 'now ſtill continnes 
ſpeaking to us by our Confeſ- 
ſors, who-though they:(xY are 
not ſnfficient of | themſelves., yet 
Gol has made them able Adinis- 
ters of the New Teſtament 3(y) 
ani. has committed. to them the 
word: of Reconciltation , So that 
we ought'tolook upon them as 


Ambaſſadors for Chriſt , as if 


God nmſelf did exhort -us by 
them. If we had been preſent 
at the Transfiguration of our 
Saviour., & had heard-that (z) 
voice which came out of the cloud, 
faying ., This 'is my beloved Son, 
Hear him + What a mighty influ. 
ence would .it have Jag npon 
our Minds & Hearts :? And 
ought.not we'-as muck to re- 

Verence 


(x) 2+ Cor. 3.5. 6 '(y) 2.Cor.5.9. 
ao, (z) Lnk;g, 35- 
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yerence the voice of . Chriſt. , 
as if we heard a voice from 
Heaven? When our Saviour tells 
us , He that hears my Miniſ- 
ters, hears me- 3 although our 
fears may raiſe a miſt, 6. quite 
{urround us with a cloud ,' yet 
{ti]] theſe words of his are like 
a Voice out of the cloud, and a 
Voice as eafy-to be under- 
ſtood; as if he had ſaid , Theſe 
are my beloved Miniſters , Heav 
them, | 

I shalt onely take notice of 
one ” particular circumſtance. , 
which - I hope - will _ help to 
make ſome people ſenſible of 
the importance of this Text, 
I mean thoſe-who are fo ftrange= 
ly terrified-with thinking, , that 
their Confeſhons never are ex- 
act, that they never love. God 
above all things, that they ne- 
ver do ſufficient pennance for 
their 
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their Sins, that they ,are notin 
the State of Grace , and that 
they are not in the number of 
God's Elect, If. they are (o 
terribly afraid of being (a) /ike 
Sheep which are going aſtray; 
if they are ſincerely deſirous 70 
return wnio the Shepherd of 
ther Souls ; Let them harken 
ſeriouſly to the voice. of (b) 
that great Shepherd of the Sheep 
who ſays, (c) I am. the good 
Paſtor. (4) My Sheep, fays he, 
hear my woice, and they follow 
me. We cannot follow Chrifl 
unleſs we hear his woicc : But , 
if we hear his woice , G follow 
it, This is the certain mark , 
that we are in the: number of 
his Sheep. , My Sheep hear my 
voice , © they follow me 3(e) and 

| I 


(a) 1.Pet, 2.25. (b) Heb.13., 20. 
(<} Fo. 10.14. (d) ibs wv. 27. (c) #6. 
Us 28: 29, 
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T give unto them Eternal Life; 
0 they shall not-perish for ever; 
neither shall any one pull them 
out of my Father's hand, My 
Father , that which: he hath gi. 
ven me , is greater than all: and 
no one is able to pull them out 
'of my Father's hand. What a 
comfort 1s it, to be>thus aſſu= 
red , that if we hear his voice, 
and-follow it, he will not fail 
to give us Eternal Life ! What 
a joy , to think that we hall 
never perich | And how does 
It tranſport & ravish us, when 
we conſider that although the 
World , the Flesh , & all the 
Devils in Hell conſpire againſt 
us , yet our Father in Heaven 
is greater than all ; &, if we 
hear the woice of his Son , No 
one will. ever be able to pull us 
out þ our Father's hand £ What 
would we give , what would 
we 
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we do, what would we ſuffer, 
to be ſure that'we' are--1n:the 
happy -number of thoſe who 
hear the voice of Chriſt | Res 
member therefore , and conlider 
what he fays ;. 1f you hear his 
Miniſters ; you- hear him. 3- and 
if you deſpiſethem , you deſpiſe 

im, 

II. When oor Saviour+ af+ 
cened (ff) he gave Paſtors and 
Teachers. ,” not- onely for the 
work of the Miniftry , and for 
the edifying 1he body Chriſt , but 
alſo' that 'wve henceforth be no 
more children. , toſs*d 10 o& fro, 
0 ''carried about with + every 
wind of doffrine, And certain- 
ly.;-unleſs they were' appointed 
by Chriſt to be our Guides. & 
Judpes , tis very hard to under- 
{ſtand , how- they should hinder 
us from being; roſs'd 0 & Fro, 

& 


(t) Epbeſ. 4.8, 11; 13, 14. 
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0 carried: about with what wind 
of doftrine we pleaſe; :But the 
thing -which:; here- 15 molt re- 
markable., is++this : Before he 
went (g) his way to, him- that 
ſent him, He :ſaid;, I *ell yort 
the'wruth jMt is expedient for yore 
that-T go aways. Which: words 
being extended: to, the genera- 
lity--of- the Faithfull, to whonz 
the Comforter : was ſeut; as well 
as- to the. Diſciples ,tis hard to 
forbear- the ſtartwng,of-a very 
material queſtion :How ? Is it 
expedient for s-to.exchangean 
mfallible Guide , for a- company 
of Confeſlors., who.are every 
one of them Lf 2. Yes, It 
certainly is ſo; : For.,, 1, Our 
Submiſſion is equally ſecure , 
and: that's as good: 2, Our 
Obedience is more humble, and 


if 
(2) 79. 16-S1 7e 
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If you-ask me :, By what 
Authority we can be ſo: ſecure 
under the diredhon. of a fallible 
Guide ? Ptay , is not his. Aus 
thority. ſufficient who will,;one 
day, come to judge the quick 07 the 
dead * Can you. imagine , he is 
fo unjuſt , as to: condemn us for 
fubmirting humbly 6 'fincerely 
w'his' own Arithority? And , 
if he cannot poſſibly condemn 
ns for it , are we not ſecure ? 
Tis he himſelf (who knows a 
treat deal better than we do, 
ow fallible' they-are) *tis' He, 
I fay, who has appointed them 
to' be ont Judges 43 and there- 
fore *tis by his appointment , 
thae 1n -doubttull matters we 
{abmit our judgment to-- them, 
Hear what he fays -himlelt : 
(hb) As-my- Father hath ſent 'me 
even fs T ſend ' them, Whoſe'ſoe- 
ver 
(b) Fo, 20. 314 24. 
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ver they Sins they remit , they 
are remitted unto them ; an 
whoſe: ſoever ſins they retain , 
they are rctained, 

[ shall aid no gloſs to this 
Text. The Church of God is 
the beſt interpreter of his Ward, 
She is (#s) the pillar & the 
ground of Truth, If we beheve 
our Creed ; if we believe the 
Holy Cathol:ick Church ; If we 
believe the ſolemn declaration 
' of a General Conncilapproved & 
univerſally receiv'd ; There” is 
nothing more certain than that 
our Confeſſors are by Chriſt ap= 
pointed Judges to diſcern & to 
| determine all mattersbelonging 
to Contelhon. - The words of 
the Council-of -Trent are- theſe, 
(k) Our Lord FESUS 

CHRIST 
(i) t« Tim, 3.15+ (k) Dominusnoſter 


" Jeſus Chriſtus, A terris aſcenſurus ad 
celos , Sacerdotes ſui ipligg Vicarios 
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CHRTS.T before heaſcended 
from Earth to* Heaven , left 
Prieſts his Vicegerents , as Pre- 
ſidents & Fudges, 10/whom all 
mortall Sins are. to be declared, 
that they 'may- accordingly pro- 
nounce: Sentence, So plain 1t is, 
that our' Ghoſtly Fathers have 
their Commiſſion from God , 6: 
Patent from::this Church , to 
be our” Zadges in matters of 
Couſcience* 3 and..conſequently 


to'.. pronounce: - a final Sens 


zence upon. all :our-- doubtful 


caſes. 


reliquit , tanquam preſides & judi« 
ces, ad quos omnia mortalia criming 
deferantur zquo, pro poteſtate Clavium 
remiſſionis aut reteationis peccatorum, 
ſeateatiam pronuncient, Se: t44cap.F, 
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Maxims of S. Bernard , cont= 
cerning Blind Obedience, 


|| Have now done with Scrip- 
ture : and, to givean account 
of the Fathers ,, I have made 
choice of S. Bernard, whom [ 
look upon as the laſt Father of 
the Church, & the-belt ableto 
expreſs the ſentiments of all 
the reſt who went before him, 
His eminent Learning & Ver- 
tue were the. Oracle as well as 
Miracle 'of. the twelfth Age. 
His DoQrine & Example were 
the greaſt Inſtruction & the Ad- 
miration of all : when in the 
darknefs & the coldneſs of thoſe 
times ; which were the winter- 
fealon of Devotion , he unex- 
pectedly appeard , like fire ex+ 
| y prellely 
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preſſely,ſent from Heaven to 
enlighten & enflame the minds 
& hearts of ignorant & tepid 
Chriſtians. | 
He -has written -a whole 
book particularly upon this ſub. 
ie : and, the whole care of his 
life being chiefly employ'd in 
cultivating . & . improving the 
Vertue of Blind Obedience , we 
may very well allow him to 
have rightly underſtood it, He 
diſcourſes, for the moſt part,con- 
cerning the blind obedience 
which 1s due to a © Prelate. or 
Superior, addreſſing himſelf pars 
ticularly to Religious -perſons , 
who by vow are bound to ob» 
ſerve it. But nevertheleſs the 
Submiſhon, which 'is dne from 
all Penitents to their Confel- 
ſors, is a Caſe exadtly- parallel 
to it , & 15 diredtly compre- 
hended under the general no- 
tion 
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tron of it, And beſides , *tis 
obvious to every body's com« 
mon ſenſe, that thoſe praQtiles 
which are univerſally reputed 
vertuous in a Cloiſter , can 
never be juſtly cenſur'd as un- 
lawfull in the World : but what. 
ſoever the Religious mrft do , 
the Seculars may lawfully do 
it, if they pleaſe. 


OW Wo ny 


I ourht to look upon our Cons 
feſſor as a Vicegerent of God , 
without conſidering his faults, 


| Hether (1) it be Gol 
or Man his Vicegerent , 

who impoſcs an obligation upon 
H 2 As, 

(1) Sive Deus, five homo Vicarius 
Dei , mandatum quodcunque tradiderits 
pari profecto obſequendum eſt curd, 
pari teyerenti4 defercadum. S, Bern, 
lib. de praxcept» & diſpen, cap. $> 
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us , we are to obcy with theſame 
care , and ſubmit with the ſame 
reſpeft, (m) What mateer is it, 
whether God impart his will 
pleaſure to us , by himſelf , or by 
the Miniſtry of Men, or Angels? 
IWhatſoever. it is that Man pre. 
ſeribes, as Vicegerent of God , un- 


leſs 


(m) Quid enim intereſt , utrum per 
ſe an per ſuos miniſtros, five homines 
five Angelos , hominibus innoteſcat 
ſuum placitum Deus ? Quamobrem 
quicquid vice Dei prxcipit homo, quod 
non fit certum diſplicere Deo ; haud 
ſecus omnino accipiendum quam fi 
przcipiat Deus. Prazſertim cum teneas 
de Scripturis, quia Labia Sacerdotis cue 
ſtodiunt ſcientiam , & legem de- ore 
e£Jus requirunt z quia Angelus Domini 
exercituum eſt. Requirunr , dixerim , 
Legem ;z non quam ratio manifeſta pro» 
baverit , ſed quod ira latere aut obſcu+ 
rum efſe cognoſcitur ,ut in dabium ves 
'nire poſlit, utrumne Deus fic an aliter 
forte velit, fi non de Jabiis cuſtodienti- 
bus ſcientiam, & ex ore Angeli Domi« 
ni exercituum certum reddatur ibids 
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leſs it be CERTAINLY aifſ- 
pleaſing to him , we ought to ac- 
cept it in the ſame manner, as if 
God himſelf had ordain'd it. Ef= 

ecially ſince we read in Scrip- 
ture , that the lips of the' Prieſt 
keep knowledge , & they require 
the Law: at his mouth , becauſe 
he is the Angel of the Lord of 
Hoſts, They ſeek the L aw, lays 


he , Not n things which our 


Reaſon proves MANIFESTLY 
to us, but in matters which are 
fo hidden & obſcure \, that we 
might poſſibly DOUBT, wheth= 
er God would have it ſo, or not 
unleſs it were MADE CER- 
TAIN , by thoſe lips which' are 
the Keepers of Knowledge , & 
by the mouth of the Angel of 
the Lord of Hoſts, Can. any 
man ſpeak more plainly than 
SF, Bernard does , upon this 
occalion ? 


IH 3 And 
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And now. , perhaps , ſome 
body may be apt to fay ; If I 
had but {ich a man as S, Ber- 
ward , for my Confeſſor , I 
could rely upon his word as 
confidently as- if God himſelf 
had ſaid it : but when 1 cons 
ſider the weaknefs & the in 
diſcretion of my Ghoſtly Fa- 
ther , I dare not venture ta 
truſt him. | 
To this Objection a learned 
Divine returns this Anſwer ; 
that Penitents da nat rely upon 
their Confeſſar (#) decaays ho 
| LEAR- 


(on) Dicet fortaſſe quiſpiam , fi talis 
mihi efet Pralatug , qualis erat $, Bere 
nardus , facile acquieſcerem : nunc vero 
dum Superioris mei paryam f{apicotiam 
aſpicio , non audeo ci acquieſcere, R. 
Inferiores non obediunt Prelato » quia 
fit de#«s , quia prudens , quia Sand&ns , 
ſed quia vicem Dei gerit, hoc ipſo quo 
eſt legitimus ſuperior Sylvins, in' le 
2+ Q. 219+ 2, Fo d: Lie Ca 8, 
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LEARNED, PRUDENT. , 
&s FERIUOUS., but barely 
becauſe he ſupplies the place of 
Ged , who has appointed him 
to be their Judge in all doubr- 
full matters relating to Confe(- 
hon. , But ſince. you own ſo 
frankly , that if you had S, Bor- 
xar4 for your Confeſſor , you 
could eaſily rely upon him 2: 
Hear what' S, Bernard ſays 
himſclE: (e) Be: ot afrighted at 
the! zurkitifullueſs of his Teas he 
wg, or. the indiſcretion of his 
Authority ; but remember that 
there is mo power but of 
God; ant that they who reſift 
EP y reſtſi. the erdinance ' 
God. t 


Tis true , This Maxim. of 
H 4 S.Ber- 

(0) Non te moveat Magiſter impe« 
ritus» indiſcreta poteftas; ſed memento 
quia non eſt poteſtas nifi 2 Deo, & qui 
refiſtit poreſtati, refiſtit Dei ardination 
pi. S. Bern, Serm.41. de divers 
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S$, Bernard allows of one ex- 
_ from the general rule, 
'which 1s, that when we are 
abſolutely certain of our Con- 
feſlor's a miſtaken,we may 
lawfully rediſe to ſubmit to 
him. (þ); In theſe things , lays 
he, we neither expett any body's 
Teaching , nor mind any body s 
-Forbidding, But here it is that 
all Timorous Conſciences'muſt 
have a 'great care, of , not being 
aviſtaken themltlves, when they 
think. their Confeſfor. is ſo. The 
Exception is very true, but they 
' muſt be carefull not to deftroy 
the. Kale with it, . They 'are 
apt.to. tear-'on*. the wrong (ides 
and Fear is a ſtrange Paſſion; 
"which commonly mnſ{repreſents 
what= 


(p) De bujuſmodi vec praceptor 
expectandos, nec prohibitor-auſcultan= 
dus eſt, S, Bern, lib, de.pracep.& diſpen. 
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whatever ' comes in its way. 
They look at every thing with 
a pair of ſpectacles made' of 
falſe glaſſes, the one magni- 
fying the Sin, the other multi- 
plying the. circumſtances-, 6z 
both - conſpiring to deceive 
them. In this condition they 
confult their Confeſſor , and 
tell him a terrible Story, which, 
by their good will, they would 
never make an end. of, Their 
Confeſlor , who r 'generally 
well acquainted with theſe hu- 
mours , & ſoon ſees what they 
would be at, begins to cut them 
Short : And *tis no wonder he 
does (o, becauſe he fees things 
plainly, wth his' own natural - 
eyes, & will not” be prevail'd 
upon to ule their ſpedtacks , 
becaufe he knows what glaſs 
they are made of, Now , this 
offends them ftrangely 3 and 
5 without 
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without any more adoe, they 
think they have all the reaſon 
tn the world to conchude, He's 
certainly miſtaken. He allows 
them, may be, onely half a 
quarter to examine 3 and they 
are certain that three or four 
hours are too Intle , for the 
purpoſe, They are- certain they 
ought to confeſs ſome things, 
which he forbids them to ſpeak 
of, They are certain they are 
obliged in Conſcience,to make 
a general Confeſſion 3 al» 
though he tells them , they 
need it no more than they do 
the head-ake, | 

Poor Creatures ! In theſe 
perplexities they mean very 
well ; but they do very ill. For, 
even in things which ſeem evi- 
dent to them , they ought to 
beware of being miſtaken , & 


Con- 


of making things matter of 
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Conſcience which are far from 

eing ſo. They ought tobe. 
ware the ſetting up of a falſe 
God to: themſelves , & facrifi- 
ctng all the Duttes of Obedie 
ence to an Idol of their own 
mvention. Their pretended 
Conlctence ts | netther better 
nor truer wr the heat G& zeal 
with which they: mayntain m. 
Even Heathens themlclves are 
oftentymes more zealous than 
Chriſtians z And (the Devil 
helping his ſervants) it 1s com- 
monly! abſerved,that men are 
fiercer in: the: wrong than - in 
the right. Who would ſet up 
a fallible Guide againſt an in» 
fallible one ? This Conſcience 
of theirs is fallible , not onely 
is: it*[e/F, but. allo 1athem ; bee 
cauſe, when, by their. fault; 
5 c#roneous , 15 daes: not ex. 
cuſe them, But their Conteſſor 
H 6 13 
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i5- always infallible to them , 
although he never is ſo in him- 
ſelf; becauſe'it is infallibly rue, 
that they are- always excuſed, 
when in any doubt they hum. 
bly & ſincerely follow his ad- 
Vice, 
| When nothing elſe. will do, 
They chiefly -jnſiflwupon this ; 
that they are” very certain their 
Confeſſor does not rightly uft- 
derſtand\them , becauſe they 
are ſure that , if he did , 
he -. would /: certainly © be of 
their opinion, But ſurely. ſuch 
ai pleaſant argument as*this ;,45 
little better than that 'of Poet 
Bayes. When 1 have a mind,lays 
he , to know whether a man be a 
man of parts ,or not ., What do 
me 1 ,"but give him one of \18y 
Plays'to read? He reads: it, 1f 
he likes it 3 Well, If mot 3 1 
kuow what io think of ' him, 


Much 


——.. w- ts th 
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Much ar this rate, theſe peo- 
ple go. to their Confeſſor,with 
one of their huge & mighty 
Scruples, He hears it. It he 
approves their opinion 3 All's 
well. If not ; They know for 
certain he muſt needs be grie- 
voullly miſtaken, 

; Tis wery hard”, you'l fay , 


for people to think otherwiſe . 


Eſpecially when they can al- 
molt ſwear , they are in the 
right, | | 
The prouder they are , the 
barder ir- is'- but if they were 
{ufh-jently humble, it would 
be a very eaſy marter, Eſpect- 
ally, when they. cannot quite 
ſwear, For if their heart-\goes 
pit a pat with fear of being 
rjur'd , when they think - of 
pin: hand -upon the Book 6 
making .a ſolemn Oath; Then 
they. may very well aſſure 
OEY , . them» 
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themſelves , that there is ill 
fome little doubt les: lurking 
in their Minds, and that there. 
fore they may. boldly reckon 
it amongſt the doubttull caſes, 
n which their Confellor has 
full Commiſhon to 'diredt 
them, 

S, Tereſa was certainly fo 
fully perſwaded of her Viſions 
, being true @& real , that $he 
could. a/moft have ſworn , they 
were fo : And yet 5he would 
Bot , therefore -renture to dil. 
obey her Confeſſor.. Hear how 
F. Craſfes deſcribes her beha- 
viour .tn. this caſe. (q). 7 E- 
SES epperr'd t@ S, Terela 
$7910 ſeveral Ways 3 in bis own 
perſed, & in 1hr.: perſon of . har 
Carfgffer.: Febus bim'elf teaches 
her : infalhikle truths + Her Cons 
Fefjar., wwe repreſents him , tolls 
- 9%]  *15y. \ her , 

- {9}: [Conſed. furl: Foftes, Oftob, 1 ge 


| 


_ 
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her , they are ſo many lics, 
What shall Tereſa do > Whom 
Shall she believe 2 She never de. 
liberates upon the matter : She 
chuſes rather to obey Jeſus in 
the perſon of her Confeſſor , than 
in his own perſon. I may be 
miſtaken , lays She , in believing 
theſe Viſions; but I shall never 
be miſtaken in obeying my Dis» 
retfour. I am not abſolutely cer= 
tain that it is the Son. of God 
who appears to me 3 but Iam 
certain that it is he who ſpeaks 
to me. by my Superieurs, If they 
tell me atherwiſe thau he does , 
P! beltewve then fooner than hint, 
becauſe he commands me 'ſo 


to do, 


384 . The Blind Obedience of 
| AY. IL 


We ought to look upon him as 
our Judge , without exa. 
. mining his reaſons, 


Is (r) a Sign of an im- 
perfett Heart, an of a very 
weak Will , to demurr upon 
every thing that is enjoin'd ; to 
exat a reaſon for every thing 3 
zo think ill of every precept which 


WE 


(r) Imperfe&Ri cordis eſt, & infirm 
prorſus voluntatis, harere ad fingula 
quz injunguntur ;g exigere. de quibuſe 
gue rationem z & male ſuſpicari de 
omni prxcepto cujus cauſa Jatuerit x 
nec unquam libenter obedire , nift 
cum audire comigerit quod forte lis 
buerit, aut quod non aliter licere ſeu 
expedire mOtſtrayerit vel aperta ra+ 
tio, vel indubitata authoritas. . , Non 
plans hzc eſt illa qua ex Regul tra« 
ditur, Obedientia fine mera. $, Bern, 
lib. de preecep, & diſpen.C, b0s 


: 
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we do not know the cauſe of 3 
and never 10 obey willingly , un- 
leſs we bear what pleaſes us , 
or unleſs the neceſſity or conve< 
nrence of it , be proved by mani- 


' feſt reaſon or by ſome unqueſtio= 


me ar. 


nable Authority, This is far from 
the Obedience which the Rule 
requires : OBEDIENCE 
WITHOUT DEL 4T. 
(s) We ought 10. be. Submiſſrve 
& Obedient , withoat: aſking .an 
queſtion: for Conſcience {ke Theſs 
words 'of .$., Bernard 'are 'too 
plain to need any- Comment , 
and therefore I chal onely en- 
deavour:- to: - Shews the evils 
which -infallibly: attend [thoſe 
people ; who wilt never fubs 
mit to. their Confeſſor in any 
| Paſs 


(s) Subditi & obedientes eſſe debemus 
ad nutum Przpofitorum , nihil inter» 
rogantes' propter conſcieatiam,s. Bern, 
Serm, 41, de diverlis, 
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particular difficulty , unleſs he 
firſt give a fatisfiQory reaſon 
for it, and convince them by 
meer dint of argument, 

}, Ta avoid —— q an 
unaginary Sin on the one fide, 
they nom themſclves evidently 
Mito a real danger of Sinning 
an the other. 

2. They affront Chrift him 
felf ,. by rebelling 2" bis 
Government. 


kind deſigns of God's 


Mercy to _— , 1d allowing 


them a Guide. 

IT. To evaid an Imaginary 
Sin, they pur themſchves evi- 
dently in 2 rea} danger; 'of 
Sinning, Aty Coxfeſſor- , you'l 
lay . is fallible : How dars {; rely 
upon him ? Pra ,.are not you 
fallible roo ©? Oi dare you 
rely upon your ſelf ? If he miſ- 
take, 
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take , *tis his fault ; but if you 
miſtake”, *tis yours, 1f you de- 
pend upon him without exa- 
mining his reaſons , the dan- 
ger is onely his z But if you 
are inquiſitive -G; will depend 
upon your ſelf, you bring the 
danger to your own doorzand, 
if there be any miſtake , you 
are juſtly accountable for it. 
You may een thank your felf 
Yau ſought for. danger , & 
you found it 3 You lead it , 
(6's who can help your periabing 
. an 1te 
Brut am not I to take care, 
that my Confeſſer be nat 1:/iaken ? 
| Are nat you  ashamed to 
| as ſuch a queſtion ? God: and 

his Church have both appointed 
him ta be your Gride : And 
mult you therefore take upon 
you to be. bis ? 

But whilſt my Confeſſor di 


redts 
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veils me , it were to be wisht 
that ſome body would direft him, 
That's God's care. He him- 
ſelf takes that upon him, & 
excuſes you from troubling your 
head about it, If you cannov 
help'ſuſpeRing that your Con- 
feſſor is a bad man , and that 
therefore God will not dire& 
him's.You>may make amends 
. for it, by taking what care you 
can, to be as good. , as you 
should be , your ſelf: And | ws 
(ifyou humbly defire it,& hear. 
tily pray for it) God will be 
fare to dire him for your ſake, 
although he would not do fo 
much for his. B.Sales adviſes you 
Y to pray to God with very great 
inſtance , and afterwards () not 
zo regard him ſimply as a man, 
nor to truft in him , nor in his 
human prudence , but jm the Pro- 


vidence 
. (t)1ntrod.p,1.ch.4-n.z. (v) ibid,n, 4 
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widence of Almighty God, who 
will undoubtedly favour your en- 
| deavours,and ſpcak to you by the 
| tnterpoſition F4 this man; putting 
| into his mind, & into his mouth, 
thoſe things which shall be moſt 
expedient for your ſpiritual ad. 
wancement, In Short, there is 
nothing more certain,than that 
Cod wall either dire him or 
excuſe you. Be it which way 
it will, your Soul can” never 
be in danger , upon this. ac 
count. For, as long as you can 
not ſwear , your Confeſſor is 
miſtaken ; ſo 'long you 'may 
lawfully ſwear, you are Secure, 
| $, Bernard propoſes the ſame 
| Objection : (w) When matters 
are 


(w} Sed homines , inquies , facils 
falli in Dei yoluntate de rebus dubiis 
percipicnda , & 'in pracipiendi fallere 
poſſunt, Sed enim , Quid hoc refert 
tua » cui conſcius non es ? S, Bern, lib. 
de przcep. & diſpen, C. 9, 
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are doubifidll , Men 'may eaſily 
aeceive themſelves in diſcerning 
the will of God, & decerve others 
»: preſcribing it, To which he 
roundly an{wers , What's that 
te you , as long as you are not 


certain T4 | 
IT. They affront Chrift him. 
ſelf, by rebelling againſt his 
Government, He gives their 
Confeſſor a full Commiſſion, to 
be their Judge in all doubrfull 
caſes, They will not acknowe 
edge him,under that character, 
They'l hearken to him,as to a 
L aw yer at the Bar, if he plea- 
ſes : But, as for the Bench, they 
queſtion very much whether 
he be either goo! enough , or 
wiſe enough, to deſerve that 
© place, fo well as they do, They'l 
ear his reaſons, & conlider 
them : but, when all is done , 


they are free-bora Subjects " 
t 
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the Almighty, and are a/ways 
refolv'd to judge for them- 
ſelves, S. Bernard ſpeaking of 
this (x) proud Contempt , © 
Obſtinate continuante in it , ſays 
that even 1 little precepts it as 
mounts to more thau a little 
fault,and changes a ſmall trans- 
greſſion into a grievous Crime of 
Rebellion. | 
- HI. They willfully oppoſe 
the kind dcefhgns of God's great 
Mercy to them , in allowing 
them a Guide, By giving us A 
Guide , he puts into onr hands 
the beſt means of faving our 
Souls ; he ſupplies us with pet- 
petual opportunities of practiſing 
the beſt of moral vertues , Hr- 
wility 
(x4 Elatio contemnentis, atque inte 
penitentis obſtinatio, in mininis quo» 
que mandatis culpam facit non Mini- 
mam , & *convertit in crimen gravis 


rebellionis culpam ſatis levem fimplicis 
tranſpreionis, 8, Bern, ibid, C, 41+ 
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mility 6; Obedience ; he leads ug 
into the beſt & readieſt way 
of following Jeſus Chriſt the 
Captain of our Salvation , who 
humbled bimſeff G2 became obe+ 
dient ; for which reaſon God ex- 
alted him , G& will exalt us 
too, provided we follow his 
' example, 

Theſe were the vertnes He 
required from our firſt Parents: 
and:to make the practiſe more 
ealy , He was pleaſed to be 
their Guide himſelf. He was 
every way Infallible : his inf 
nite Wiſdom on the one fide; 
& his noleſs infinite Goodneſs 
on the other, were Vouchers 
for his Infallibility : And yet 
their Pride and Diſobedience 
found a way to rob: them 'of 
their Innocence. 

To repair this fault of theirs 
the Eternal Truth becomes In- 
| Ccarnate ; 
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carnate-, the Word is made 
Flesh , and dwells amongſt us + 
He comes to enlighten all the 
World, and to take care that 


. thoſe, who follow him , may 


never walk in darkneſs. And 
here indeed the terms of our 
Obedience and Hmmility (ſeem 
ſomething harder than LE 
becauſe we cannot now be 
ſaved, without ſubmiſſion of our 
Underſtanding & our Will to 
Man as well as God. Tis true; 
This-AMan is Grd , He is inhi- 
nitely Wiſe & Good, He is there- 
fore every way Tfallible; But 
all theſe great & glorions ad- 
vantages are Objects tar too 
bright for our weak eyes , we 
cannot. ſee theſe dazling &. 
amazing truths, but are Breed 
to believe without ſeeing. Here 
it is , we. humble our proud 


thoughts , & captivate them to 
[ the 


194 The BlindObedience of 
the obedience of Chriſt : And *tis 
the firſt Croſs we take up , when 

we begin to follow: him, | || 
Bur ' yet this / 15! not! all' + 
Neither”: is it juſt 'that this 
Should be enough. If we in- 
tend to be-exalted ; we: muſt 
humble our ſelves, & be obedient 
one ſtep :further, Our: Parents 
would: not ſubmit to God hims+ 
ſelf ; and we, who have the 
ſame blood in our veins,mult 
now ſubmit not onely to Man 
who is God, but to Men who 
are no- more Gods than ''we 
are'; to Men who are as falls 
ble as our ſelves. This 1s the 
Croſs which we muſt of neceſ- 
lity take up , if we intend to 
follow him, We muſt be-thus 
far humble 6: obedient , it; we 
deſign to be exalted-with' him, 
To fo/low him, we'muſt (7) 
hear 


(7) Foe 19927, 
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bear his woice : And , . being 
one himſelf fo far before us , 
hat could he contrive better 
for us, than to leave his Mi- 
niſters behind : him ,' and .to 
give us all the. encouragement 
that can be, to rely upon their 
word ; by aſſuring us , that if 
we hear them , we hear him. ? 
Tis evidently juſt that this lame 
proud  & ſtubborn Nature 
of ours, which once aſpired fo 
high as to defy the Higheſt , 
Should now bow down. its 
head , not onely lower than its 
Maker , but even lower than 
the duſt of which .he made-it. 
Tis juſt, I ay, in thiags .in- 
difterent, to reſign our Wills , 
and in doubtfull matters , to 
ſubmit our Underſtandings,cven 
to our fallible fellow-creatures 
who are made. of the ſame duſt 


with us, | 
I 2 Tis 
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Tis hard indeed , at firſt , 
for ſo much Pride and Stub- 
bornnels to yield without ſome 
little reſiſtance, But however, 
We are iu the hands of a God 
& a Judge fromwhom we'can- 
not make our eſcape, and there. 


fore we have reaſon to be glad . 


to kiſs the Rod; although we 
are not fond of it, Nay , we 
have reaſon to be fond of it, 
if we rightly conſider our in- 
tereſt, Our Saviour hwnſelf was 
pleaſed to tel us, before he 
went , it was expedient for us he 
Should go away. For although 
there may be more Difficulty 
i ſubmitting to his Miniſters, 
yet the Benefit of it 1s incom- 
parably greater. The {clf-denyals 
of our Underſtanding & our 
Wilt are more acceptable to 
God, when they are offer'd to 
him 1n the perſon of a Miniſter 

who 
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who repreſents him. They are 
* more humble, & therefore more 
acceptable. And here I know 
not which to admire moſt ; the 
Equity of his Juſtice , in making 
this the punishment of our Sin; 
or the Kindneſs of his Mercy, 
in making it the beſt, the ea- 


lielt, 6 the moſt eflectual means 


of purchaſing our Everlaſting 


Happineſs? Our Croſs indeed , 
3s heavier ; but the Reward is 
greater, The occaſions of zaking 
It '»p, are more frequent ; but 
they onely ſerve to. multiply 
the glories of our Crown, when 
we Shall, one day , be exalted 
" 5 ur 

This is One kind deſign , 
which God has laid in order 
to our future Happineſs : And 
this we willfully oppole as often 
as we refuſe to ſubmit , without 
a particular & a convincing 
I] 3 reaſon 
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reaſon for it, There is certainly' 
no Hamility in never ſubmit 
ting , but when our natural 
Reaſon 1s convinc'd 3 nor 15 
there ary Obedience 1h never 
complying , but when we' na- 
turally have a mind to it, The 
very worſt of Atheiſts & Li- 
bertins are every jot as humble 
and obedient as this : They ne- 
ver make any difhcilty, of Bez 
licving what they ſee, or Doing 
what they pleaſe, a: 

A: Second deſign of the Di- 
vine Providence in allowing ns 
a Guide, is to make us truly 
Happy , not onely hereafter 
but even here, Now this 18 a 
double Kindneſs, & the grea- 
teſt that can be imagin'd; that 
God is not contented to crown 
our Happinely Xt: our journey's 
end , biit-deſites to give. us A 
talt of it before hand',-and - 
| | ers 
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fers us as much of it as we are 
able to carry with us. thither. 
By leading us into the way of 
Blind Obedience, He removes 
the cauſes of our inward trouble 
and diſquiet, & lays a ſure foun= 
dation of interiour comfort 6 
tranquillity of mind, And this 
] shall endeavour to give a par- 
ticular account of , out of. pity 
& compaſhon to thoſe Timo» 
rous Conſciences , who make it 
their great delign to pleaſe them 
ſelves. , but know not how to 
go about 1t, 

One would admire to ſee the 
ſtrange perverſeneſs and frow- 
ardneſs of people, when they 
are poſſe(sd with . panick fear, 
Every thing lies crofs in their 
way. The very shadow of an 
obligation is enough to put them 
m1 a frightz What ever it is, they 
think 3t morally impollible. to 
q I 4 be 
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be comply'd with ; and there- 
fore hate the very thought of 
it, God gives them a Gmide * 
and becaule this looks as if they 
were obliged in Conſcience to 
follow his direction , therefore 
they ſtart back, & cry , What 
is our Reaſon good for , if in 
doubts we muſt ſubmit it to our 
Guide ? And yet, if God had bid 
them -rely entirely upon their 
Reaſon , they would perhaps 
have thought it the harder mea« 
{ure of the two, and would have 
argued the contrary way,WWhat 
is our Guide good for , if we may 
not ſafely relie upon him 2 They 
would Bin be doing their duty; 
and for fear of doing it the 
wrong way , they never do it 
right, They are too wile to 
truſt-their Confeſſor ; and yet 
they are not wiſe envugh to 


cruſt themſelves, They are. del- 
perately 
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perately fond of ſpeculative cer- 
zainty :but the miſchief is, it is 
not to be found. Probabilit 

ſometimes flatters them with 
hopes of abſolute certainty ;, but 
always deceives them, & puts 
them off with doubtfull ;#*s 6 
and*s, which are never able to 
give them any ſatisfaction, This 
15 the reaſon why they are al- 
ways fearfull, & always inqui- 
ſitive to find out reaſons to ap- 
peaſe their. fears, But after all 
their vain endeavours to confirm 
& ſettle their opinion, they can 
never attain to a ſteddy & un. | 
Shaken per{waſion of it. Their 
Conſcience ever & anon recoyls 
upon them 3 and. all their plaw- 
ible reaſoning 1s ſtill borndown 
& confuted by a ſtrong ſuſpi- 
cion which. they can never get 
out of, their minds, that perhaps 
they are ſtill miſtaken, 

I 5 But 
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-" "But that which I moſt ad- 
mire, 15 the ſtrange- obſtinacy 
of their humour , - who after 
long experience having feltthe 
ſmart of their miſerable condi- 
tion, are {ti]] reſolved to cont1- 
nue in it, They. dayly find 
themſelves at a loſs : They 
have all the reaſon in the 
world to conclude they are-in 
the wrong way: And yetthey 
ſtill go 'on. A Traveller is wiſer 
than fo, 'As ſoon as he finds 
- himſelf out of 'the way, he pre- 
ſently ſtops his courſe, he turns 
, towards the right way with 
all che ſpeed he can , and has 
not 'the leaſt inclination to go 
wrong' any : further, But the 
minds of theſe people are - fo 
hurried away { by their unrea- 
fonable prejudices , that though 
chey find themſelves in 'the 
wrong , they 'cannot 'endure to 

return 
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return to the right, They ex- 
pett to ſee an end of all their 
fears, & then they (intend to 
be as obedient as -you pleaſe, 
Mean time , they beg pardon, 
if they defer their Obedience 
till the pradiſe of it be alittle 
more ealy to them. Now this 
is a fancy which /1s every jot 
as extravagant as that' of 'the 
Ideot ,,who being come to the 
river fide , & being obliged to 
paſs over, durſt not venture in 
a boat, but refoly'd to expect 
till the water was all gone, & 
teft"the'channel dry. He o5- 
{ery'd the ſwiftnels ' of 'the 
ftream ,and' fancied 'it wonld 
foon run quite away , & leave 
him a free & eahe paſſage, 
But the river runs,& Rill runs 
on , and though he' should ex- 
pet a thouſand years, *twotild 
never leave off running. ' And 
I 6 ſo 
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ſo *tis in our preſent caſe, 
Their doubts & jealaulſies, their 
reaſonings & diſputings , -will 
ſtill run on, & never Tl an 
end, Tis impoſlible they should 
ever have any tolerable enjoy- 
ment of themſelves , or ever 
be able to shake off theſe tor- 
menting fears , but by ſubmit. 
ting to the eaſy yoke of Jeſus 
Chriſt ,&.. by ſecuring them. 
ſelves under his proteQion , 
whom hitherto they -have af- 
fronted, by deſpiling of his 
Miniſters, ' Nothing - but. Blizd 
Obedience can free them: from 
all this miſery , by. removing 
the cauſes of their inward trou- 
ble & diſquiet , & by laying 
a ſure foundation of- interiour 
comfort & tranqurllity-of- mind, 

The: principal cauſe of their 
jnward trouble , 1s this. They 
rely entirely upon their own 
judg- 
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judgment : and therefore have 
juſt reaſon to conclude , that 
they are unavoidably accoun- 
table for every miltake they 
commit. And this 1s abundantly 
enough to make them always 
jealous, that, for ought they 
know , God's Juſtice may- be 
making towards them, and his 
Anger levell'd againſt them, 
But this cauſe ceaſes iwmnmedt= 
ately, as ſoon as they entertain 
the principles of Blind Obe- 
dience : -Becaule *tis evident +, 
when God has - given. them a 
Confeſſor to direct them , it 
cannot be his. will & pleas 
{ure that this Guide should - be 
directed & guided by them, 
Tis true 3 He may :be miſta« 
ken : But let him took tothat; 
Tis none of -their _ buſineſs to 
examine hims On the contrary 
*tis commendable in them to 


ſubmic 
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ſubmit (z) without asking any 
queſtion for Conſcience ſake, And 
therefore, although his miſtakes 
may perhaps be fatal to him- 
ſelf, tis as clear as the Mes 
ridian Sun, that they can never 
be fatal to them , nor can they 
ever be- accountable for any 
thing which he adviles, 
Another more ſecret cauſe 
of their 1nward difquiet , 1s 
well expreſs'd by S. Auſtin, 
who ſays, Thou haſt made ns, 
O Lord, for thy ſelf '; '( our 
bearts are alw:;: Teſileſs , till 
we reſt in ' Thee,' All creatures 
are uneaſy when they are ouit 
of their natural Element, No. 
thing is. at reſt , but whilſt it is 
1m that ſtate which Nature-$1- 
tended for it, Obedience is the 
natural ſtate of the ' Soul ': jt 
was made to- obey its Maker? 
and 


| ; (2) 6 Bernard. ſup. 
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and the conſtant practice of 
this Vertue , 1s the condition 
ro which God defign'd it, He 
ave us our Reaſon ; not to 
make us Rebels, but to make 
us reaſonable Subjects $ and 
therefore all our ads of Sub. 
miſfion to the Authority 
of his Government , are ra- 
tional & ſuitable to the firſt 
inſtitution of our Nature, Our 
Reaſon 1s a Ray of the Divie 
vinity 5 it imprints the image 
of our Maker on our Souls ; 
and writes the fundamental 
laws of our Submiſſion, in {fo 
plain a character , that though 
our Paſhons now and then 
obſcure it, yet they never can 
efface it, As long as (a) our 
Souls are ſubjett to the _ higher 
powers ordain'd by God ; (b) 
obeying 

' (a) Rom,1 3.1. (b) Hebr. 13. 17» 
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obeying them that rule over us , 
& ſubmitting our ſelves to thole 
who watch for our Souls ; fo 
long our Souls are in their na« 
tural temper, and are in very 
good health, becauſe they are 
1n that State in which they 
ought to be , according to the 
primitive intention of their 
Being, But when we reſiſt the 
power of Authority ; when we 
(c) rejiſt the erdinance of God ; 
When {we revolt againſt the 
Goverr#nent of Jeſus-Chriſt , 
| by defpifing the Commitſſon 
has given to our Confeſlor, 
and by refuſing in doubttfull 
caſes to acknowledge the ſuth- 
ciency aud ſafety of his Direce, 
tion ;then it 45 that we at&t 
contrary to the inward light 
of our minds , our Conſcience 
checks us, and makes us un- 
| caly, 


(c) "I 13+ 2. 
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ealy. And how can we hope 
to be at eaſe, as long as we 
have poyſon within us, which 
puts us in a ſickly & diſeaſed 
condition ? Our Pride and W1ll- 
fullneſs put all our ſpirits in a 
continual fermentation, Our 
minds can never be ſerene , as 
long as they are clouded with 
the fumes of our diftemper, 
All the common arts. of diver- 
fion will never avail us : we 
may change our. place ., our 
_ , our phylack , & our 
?hyſician too; but we $hall ſtill 
be. reſtleſs, till the cauſe be re. 
moved, which creates our dif. 
turbance. (4) There is no peace, 
ſays my God , 10 the wicked, But, 
as-in our body we find an un. 
expreſſible eaſe & plealure , 
when it is in perfe@t ſtate of 
health 3 So when Obedience 
corrects 


; (d) I/ai.g7+ 21, 
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correQts the proud and willful 
humours of 'our Soul , reſtores 
the even temper of our Mind, 
& {mooths the way before us 
Then it is that All is eaſy to 
us, We eaſily know what we 
are bid todo : And, being hums 
ble, we as eaſily do it. 

The Obedience , which 1 
you of , not onely removes 
the cauſes of our inward trou- 
ble & difquiet ; but lays a ſure 
foundation of- interiour come 
fort & tranquillity of mind , 
by affording us the beſt Secu- 
rity, that we can wish for |, 
during Life 3 and the greateſt 
Foy, that we can think of , at 
the hour of Death. What grea. 
ter Secarity can our hearts des 
fire, than to be under the pro- 
tetion of -God himſelf , the 
Shepherd of our Souls , who 
knows -a great deal better , 
than 
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than we do, what is good for 
us, and will not ſuffer us to go 
aſtray, becauſe he loves us bet. 
ter than we love our {elves 2 
He was our Enemy before. 3 
whilſt we rebell'd againſt his 
Government : But, by deteſtin 

our paſt pride & folly, & fub- 
mitting to his Miniſters , he 
now becomes our Friend, All 
Friendship 15 comfortable - but 
this is the beſt of Friendships, 


; and therefore is the greateſt && 


divine comfort, Tis a great 
fatisfation,to' feel that we our 
ſelves love God 2 and a double 
fatisfation, to hope that He 
himſelf loyes-us. Then it is, 
that we may fay to our Soul , 
25 David did, (e) Return unts 
thy reſt , O my Soul ;(f) My 
God is my Light, & my Sal- 
vation Whom shall 1 fear? My 

: God 


. {e) Zal, L114. 7+ () Pal. AG I, 
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corrects the proud and willtull 
humours of 'our Soul , reſtores 
the even temper of our Mind, 
& {mooths the way before usz 
Then it is that All is eaſy to 
us, We eaſily know what we 
are bid todo : And, being hums 
ble, we as eafily do it. 

The Obedience , which I 
ſpeak of , not onely removes 
= cauſes of our inward trou- 
ble & difquiet ; but lays a ſure 
foundation of- interiour com- 
fort & tranquillity of mind , 
by affording us the beſt Secu- 
rity, that we can wish for 
during Life 3 and the greateſt 
Foy, that we can think of , at 
the hour of Death. What grea. 
ter Secarity can our hearts des 
fire, than to be under the pro- 
tection of -God himſelf, the 
Shepherd of our Souls , who 
knows -a great deal better , 
than 
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! than we do, what is good for 
us, and will not ſuffer us to go 
aſtray, becauſe he loves us bet. 
ter than we love our ſelves ? 
He was our Enemy before. 3 
whilſt we rebell'd againſt his 
Government : But , by deteſting 
our paſt pride & folly, & fub- 
mitting to his Miniſters , he 
now becomes our Friend, All 
Friendship 1s comfortable : but 
this is the beſt of Friendships, 


; and therefore is the greateſt & 


divine comfort, Tis a great 
ſfatisfation,to feel that we our 
ſelves love God : and a double 
ſatisfaction, to hope that He 
himſelt loyes-us. Then it is, 
that we may fay to our Soul , 
as David did, (e) Return unts 
thy reſt , O my Soul ;(f) My 
God is my Light, & my Sal- 
vation 3 Whom Shall 1 fear? My 

: God 


.. {e) Zal, 114+ 7» (f) Pſal.26- I, 
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God js the Protetlor of my Lifez 
of whom shall T be afraid ? 

As *tis our beſt Security 
during life ; fo *tis our greateſt 
Joy at the approach of Death, 
and yields moſt comfort then 
when we ſtand moſt in need 
of it, Tis a terrible thing to 
a departing Sou], when it looks 
back upon a proud & willful! 
courſe of life, which inſtead of 
being ſpent in the ſervice of 
God, has been perpetually em- 
ploy'd in idle reaſoning & 
diſputing \, how-to ſerve Fm ; 
when to ſerve him , & whether 
to ſerve him or no, What can 
ſach people plead 1n their be- 
half ? Tis certainly no good 
excuſe, to lay, Lord, we have 
always been rebellious againſt thy 
Government; but the reaſon was, 
' becanſe we were afraid to rely 
upon it 3 and indeed , we durſt 

3 | 108 
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not take thy word for it , be- 
cauſe we thought it fitter for us, 
in all our doubts, 10 govern our 
ſelves according to our own fan- 
cy. Tis true, we have ſeldome, 
or *never, done our Duty ; but we 
hope thou wilt pleaſe to pardon 
our willfull omiſſions of it , be- 
cauſe we were always ſo migh= 
ty buſy in thinking & conſide« 
ring of it , that we could never 
find time to do it, Here it 15, 
their guilty Conſcience lies in 
wait to accuſe them , & never 
1s more fierce than in the day 
of adverſity. When Eternity , 
that reeralyrog object , at the 
hour of death, preſents ir ſelf 
before their thoughts 3 when 
they feel themſelves beginning 
to link jnto the regions of 
darkneſs ; when they are ready 
to die at the amazing appre= 
henſjon of their final Sentence; 


How 
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How will the Guilt of all their 


Diſobedience then ſtare them * 


1nthe face ! With what regret 
E terrour will they then behold 
it,in 1ts own true Shape! What 
tumults and convulſions will it 
raiſe. within their breaſts, when 
they obſerve a long black train 
of proud & willfull practices, 
which very well deſerve tobe 
attended with a longer & a 
blacker train of pers 1 Mi- 
ſeries ! 

But it 1s -not fo with thoſe 
who have in time repented of 
of their folly , and bave proved 
ſincerely humble G& obedient, In 
their greateſt temptations, all 
15 calm: & ſerene within,when 
there is nothing but darkneſs 
& clouds about'them, All their 
their acts of Submiſſion are 1o 
many ſeeds of peace & comfort 
ſown in their Conſciences , 


which 


a. _— 
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which never fail to ſpring up, 
& flourish moſt , when the day 
of diſtreſs approaches. When 
the pangs of Death are. ready 
to lay hold of them, and they 
are juſt going to ſtep into the 
other world , What a'ſeaſonable 
refreschment is it to- their 
thoughts , too look back upon 
an humble & obedient courſe 
of life ? Then1t is that the plea. 
ſure of it over-flows their minds, 
the joys of Heaven begin to 
ſpring up in their hearts, & are 
a true & ſolid comfort which 
will .ſtick cloſe to them & 
ſtand faithfully by them 1n the 
day of Trial , when they have 
moſt need of it, O whata Joy 
it is, to conſider that their grea« 
teſt Friend,who has been hereto. 
fore the Shepherd' of their Souls, 
is now the Fudge of their Ac- 
tions ! to reflect that their Hu- 
miluy 
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mility in hearing his' Voice, GG "WF 
their Obedience in following it, 'TÞ 
are the- certain marks by which _ ? 
he knows the happy numberof 
bis Sheep! and to remember that 
he will not fail to ſet them on 
bis right hand, when He comes 
in glory to pronounce the Sens 
tence of their Everlaſting Hap- 
pincſs! To hear his Voice was 
once the. Security of their lifes 
And-to hear the ſame , 15 now 
the Joy of their death, Ay Sheep, 
ſays he, hear my Voice, Q they 
follow me : and I give unto them 
Eternal Life : and they. shall not 
perish for ever, Come ye Bleſſed 
of my Father ; Come & inherit 
the Kingdom , which was prepa« 
red for you, from the foundation. 
of the World, Amen, | 
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